happy, sells everything he owns and buys the
field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds
one of great value he goes and sells everything
he owns and buys it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul
of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul
it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the
good ones in a basket and throw away those
that are no use. This is how it will be at the
end of time: the angels will appear and separate
the wicked from the just to throw them into
the blazing furnace where there will be weeping
and grinding of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?” They said,
‘Yes.” And he said to them, ‘Well, then, every
scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom
of heaven is lile a householder who brings out
from his storeroom things both new and old.’

M The Gospel of the Loxd.
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COMMUNION WITH GOD

Today we continue to hear from the central
chapter in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus’ parable
teaching about the kin-dom of God. Over the
past Sundays we have been hearing parables
concerned with sowed seed (15th Sunday)
and the mystery of the darnel sown among
the wheat (last Sunday). Today we hear that
the kin-dom of heaven is like treasure hidden
in a field, a common banking technique by
peasant farmers to protect their most valuable
possessions. Someone discovers this treasure;
hides it again and then sells every possession
to buy the field and claim the treasure.
Between the discovery and the purchase, the
finder goes off “happy”. The overwhelming
joy of the discovery leads the merchant to sell
everything to buy the field. This is an image
of the disciple, of us, in discovering that the
true encounter with God, the experience of
the kin-dom, is most precious. Nothing can
substitute it.

The second parable that concludes today’s
Gospel is like the first. It is about a merchant’s
search for valuable pearls and, in finding
one, sells everything to have the pearl. In
the ancient world, in the time of Jesus and
Matthew, the pearl represented purity, beauty,
power, wealth, even divinity. The discovery of
the pearl by the parable’s merchant leads, as
in the first parable, to the selling of everything
possessed to gain the pearl.

Both parables speak into our desire for ultimate
and intimate communion with the God
revealed through Jesus. When we experience
such communion, we realise how valuable
it is; nothing can compare to it. Intimate
communion with God cannot be bought
nor can anything else in human existence
substitute for it. This communion is deepened
in every celebration of the Eucharist.

Fr Michael Trainor
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / A

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12
A reading from the first book of the Kings
You have asked for wisdom.

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream
and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to give
you.” Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my God, you
have made your servant king in succession to
David my father. But I am a very young man,
unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds
himself in the midst of this people of yours that
you have chosen, a people so many its numbers
cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your
servant a heart to understand how to discern
between good and evil, for who could govern
this people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased
the Lord that Solomon should have asked for
this. ‘Since you have asked for this’, the Lord
said, ‘and not asked for long life for yourself
or riches or the lives of your enemies, but have
asked for a discerning judgement for yourself,
here and now I do what you aslk. I give you a
heart wise and shrewd as none before you has
had and none will have after you.’

M The word of the Loxd.

RESP PSALM Ps 118:57, 72, 76-77,127-130. R. v. 97
R. Lord, I love your commands.

1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord, / is to
obey your word. / The law from your mouth
means more to me / than silver and gold. R.

2. Let your love be ready to console me / by
your promise to your servant. / Let your love
come to me and I shall live / for your law is
my delight. R.

3. That is why I love your commands / more
than finest gold. / That is why I rule my life
by your precepts: / I hate false ways. R.

4. Your will is wonderful indeed; / therefore
I obey it. / The unfolding of your word gives
light / and teaches the simple. R.

. SECOND READING

THE SAVING WORD

26 Jury 2026

Rom 8:28-30

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

He predestined us to become true images of his Son.

. We know that by turning everything to their
. good God co-operates with all those who love

him, with all those that he has called according
to his purpose. They are the ones he chose
specially long ago and intended to become true
images of his Son, so that his Son might be the

. eldest of many brothers. He called those he

intended for this; those he called he justified,
and with those he justified he shared his glory.

i The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Mt 11:25
Alleluia, alleluia! / Blessed are you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, / you have
revealed to little ones the mysteries of the
Ikiingdom. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 13:44-52

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

He sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, “The kingdom of
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which
someone has found; he hides it again, goes off
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e Reconciliation: Sat 9am-9.30am

e Rosary: Sat 8am

e Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament: Fri 9am-5pm

e Novena to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help: Wed 6.00pm
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION
e Bible Studies: Tuesday @6pm in
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WELCOME TO MASS! A very warm welcome to all, especially to new visito'rs.
Remember to hand sanitise on entry, face masks are optional wear whilst in
church. Thank you for your cooperation.

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A

FINDING A TREASURE. A treasure is not something we earn but something we
find. We can spend a lot of our lives wishing and hoping that some treasure will
come our way. We can forget that we already possess a wonderful treasure in our
loved ones and in the gift of life itself. And the greatest treasure of all is the kingdom
of heaven in which Jesus freely offers to us. May we have the wisdom to seek our

treasure in God, and not in the glittering goods of a passing world.

MASS COLLECTIONS

Dear Parishioners, the COVID-19 crisis has impacted our liturgies and church
celebrations. However, we still want to provide you with spiritual support, and we
must continue to pay the bills. Please continue your monetary support to the Parish.
Sign up to our Planned Giving program or you can use direct debit (contact Parish

Office for details). Thank you.

PARISH | First Collection EFT Details Second Collection EFT Details
BANK A/C Name: Cloverdale Presbytery { AIC Name: Cloverdale Parish
ACCOUNT | BSB: 086 006 BSB: 086 006
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Bible Study & RCIA:

Children’s RE & Sacraments:
Notre Dame Youth Group:
Notre Dame Care:

Social/Fundraising Committee:

St Vincent de Paul:

Dr George Sekulla JP

Sandra Irene
Velma Erskine

Shirley D’Castro

Jerome Can Truong
Rosemary Bennett

Ann Semaan
Muriel Bijoux

Jane and Roger F.

Sandra Robinson
Carol Neville
John Harbinson
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Parish Events

Masses in the Parish

We are now into the Winter months and there are many
Viruses & Flu's/colds are in our community. It is your
obligation to attend Mass on a Sunday. It is your right to
exercise common sense. If you wish to wear a face mask
while attending Mass, you are free to do so. Please hand
sanitise as you are entering the church. However, if you
are unwell or have a cold, please stay home until feeling
better. Mass for you at home will be broadcast every
Sunday at 6am on the Ten Network and multiple times
during the week on Foxtel's Aurora (Channel 173).

Pilgrim Statues

If you wish to have one of ‘Our Lady’s statues visit your
home for a week, please contact Sandra Robinson on

H: 9277 2872 or M: 0405 117 138. 25" July 2026

B & S Machado 53 Lintonmarc Drive Redcliffe &

C Cocking 104 Gardiner St, Belmont.

Planned Giving Envelopes Financial Year 2026/2027
There a few sets still not collected. If you wish to change
to Direct Debit, Forms available in the Black Folder or
contact the parish office and forms will be emailed to you.
Thank you for supporting the parish.

NOTE: Please use the Planned Giving Envelopes for this
Financial Year 2026/2072, please discard old unused
envelopes.

St Vinnies Winter Appeal 152" August 2026

Appeal envelopes will be placed in the pews and at both
entrances next weekend for the St Vinnies Winter
Appeal. Please help out the works of SVDP in our area
by your donation. Thankyou for your ongoing support.

Commitment Mass for the Sacrament of Confirmation
We welcome children, parents, teachers & catechists
from SMG School, ND School and our After School
Liturgy Classes to the 6pm Vigil Mass & 10am Mass next
weekend as they make their Commitment for the
Sacrament of Confirmation.

First Sunday of the Month Morning Tea

Next Sunday — 2" August after the 8am & 10am
Masses in the Parish Centre. A selection of foods will be
on offer to purchase. And a light snack will be served for
morning tea.

Fundraising/Social Committee Meeting
Thursdday 30™ July @ 7pm in the Parish Centre.

Notre Dame Youth Gathering — Friday 31t July

Take the Stage. Win the Game. Whether you have a
talent to show off, or skills to dominate the games, this
night is yours. Perform hidden talents, compete in
multiplayer gaming battles, or just come hang out and
cheer on friends. ND Parish Centre 6pm — 8.30pm.
Drinks & Pizza Provided.

Footy Tipping AFL Season 2026 Round 19

122Pts: M lannantuoni 118Pts: C Parnham,

C Innantuoni & G Robinson 115Pts: M Conier, D Bisnath
& B Poole. Only 5 rounds left and it is close race to the
finish. Good luck to you all at the top. See Notice board
for ‘Top Tipsters'.

Around the Archdiocese

National Vocations Awareness Week & Expo

Have you ever wondered where God might be calling
you? As part of NVAW, all are invited to the Vocations
Expo on Friday 7" August at St Mary’s Cathedral
Parish Centre 6pm — 8pm. See notice board for full
details.

Women’s Discernment Day Saturday 15" August at
Trinity College 9.30am — 4pm. See notice board for full
details.

Safeguarding Induction Training Online Course
Training Level 1 is for all church workers, paid or
volunteers. The training provides and overview of the
Safeguarding Policies & Procedures. It is a self-paced
online learning module. Go to the ‘Training Page’ on the
website to check out the induction

Email: safeguarding@perthcatholic.org.au or
https://safeguarding.perthcatholic.org.au/training/.

The Record Magazine — July Issue
Available from both sides of the church. Please take a
copy home for good reading. This issue contains letters
from the Archbisop and our Auxilary Bishop’s and photo’s
from Episcopal Ordination: Nelso Po

Notre Dame Community

Containers for Change

The parish has registered for the Containers for Change
Scheme. Take your cans, bottles & plastics to ' TOMRA
RECYCLING CENTRE' 41 - 43 Abernethy Rd Belmont
(just past Wheeler St) scan the bar code and follow
instructions. All monies will be paid into the 'Parish
Building Fund Account'. Flyers available with all details
on including the 'barcode' to scan.

C10394094

In Our Prayers...

In Memoriam

We commend to the Father's love all our
faithful ~ departed especially:  Luigi
Fabriziani, Godofredo Marfil Snr, Jane &
Lionel Dwyer, deceased members of the
Xavier family, deceased members of Kim
Nguyen’s Family, Mika Wikaira, Glen & Lucy Rebello,
Peter & Grace D’Silva, Sylvester & Celistine Crasto, John
Franklin Alban, Anne Scali Caterina & Domenico
Murace, Denzil DeVisser, John Xuan Lam Mai, and all
souls in Purgatory.

Parishioners who are unwell:

Deacon Al Atkinson, Oliver Daly, Myrna, Ranjit Ravi
Ratnayake, Marjorie Williams, Allan & Philomena Jones,
Helen Bertola (Coverley), John Vuleta, Liz Mulder,
Virginia Bennett, Lena Kennedy, Marjorie Sandon,

Sr Terri Emslie (Presentation Sr), Alecia Hamilton
(Quain) & Dee Fox.

Baptism
Welcome into our Catholic Faith Community;
Conor Daniel Lawlor.




