He spat on the ground, made a paste with
the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind
man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool
of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the
blind man went off and washed himself, and
came away with his sight restored.

His neighbours and people who earlier had
seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who
used to sit and beg?” Some said, “Yes, it is the
same one.” Others said, ‘No, he only looks like
him’. The man himself said, ‘I am the man’.

They brought the man who had been blind to
the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when
Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s
eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he
had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on
my eyes, and I washed, and I can see’. Then
some of the Pharisees said, “This man cannot
be from God: he does not keep the sabbath.’
Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs
like this?” And there was disagreement among
them. So they spoke to the blind man again,
‘What have you to say about him yourself, now
that he has opened your eyes?” ‘He is a prophet’
replied the man.

Are you trying to teach us,” they replied ‘and
you a sinner through and through, since you
were born!” And they drove him away.

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and
when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” ‘Sir,” the man
replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe
in him.” Jesus said, “You are looking at him;
he is speaking to you’. The man said, ‘Lord, I
believe’, and worshipped him.

B The Gospel of the Lord.
Longer form, 9:1-41
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‘WE ARE NOT BLIND!’

The rich theological symbolism evident from
last Sunday’s Gospel of John continues in
today’s drama between light and darkness.
Jesus meets a man born blind and tells him to
wash in the sanctified pool of Siloam south of
the temple. The blind man returns able to see.
Opver several scenes in one of the most dramatic
and engaging stories in all the Gospels, the
man who now has vision is consistently
interrogated by the religious authorities who,
though they are supposed ‘to see’, move into
spiritual blindness.

The dynamic evident in the story is that each

time the man is interrogated, he goes back to
his experience of being healed by Jesus. Each
reflection moves him to a deeper realisation
of what has happened and who Jesus is: at
first he calls Jesus simply ‘a man’, then later,
that Jesus is ‘from God’, until finally, the man
worships him. This movement of faith into
light is accompanied by a similar movement
into darkness by the religious leaders. They
fail to see that they have become blind to
Jesus and his deeds of healing (which John
calls ‘signs’). “We are not blind, surely?’ they
retort.

This drama is acted out in our day. Jesus’ final
words to his antagonists and John’s audience
are forever relevant. ‘Blind?” questions Jesus,
‘If you were, you would not be guilty, but
since you say, “We see”, your guilt remains.’
This clarity of understanding and insight
is important in a world where truth is
camouflaged as falsehood and lies proclaimed
as truth. We need to journey with the man
born blind, to reflect on our experiences, to be

with Jesus and ‘see’.

Fr Michael Trainor

,
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT / A

FIRST READING 1 Sam 16:1, 6-7, 10-13
A reading from the first book of Samuel

In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed
David king of Israel.

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil
and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem,
for I have chosen myself a king among his sons.’
When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab
and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed one
stands there before him,” but the Lord said to
Samuel, “Take no notice of his appearance or
his height for I have rejected him; God does
not see as man sees; man Jooks at appearances
but the Lord looks at the heart.” Jesse presented
his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these.” He
then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you
have?’ He answered, ‘“There is still one left, the
youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.’
Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we
will not sit down to eat until he comes.” Jesse
had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion,
with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord
said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.” At
this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed
him where he stood with his brothers; and the
spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed
with him from that day on.

i The word of the Loxd.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R. The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.

1. The Lord is my shepherd; / there is
nothing I shall want. / Fresh and green are

the pastures / where he gives me repose. /
Near restful waters he leads me, / to revive my
drooping spirit. R.

Ps22.R.v. 1

2. He guides me along the right path;/ he

is true to his name. / If I should walk in the
valley of darkness / no evil would I fear. / You
are there with your crook and your staff; /
with these you give me comfort. R.

3. You have prepared a banquet for me /in
the sight of my foes. / My head you have
anointed with oil; / my cup is overflowing. R.

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow
me / all the days of my life. / In the Lord’s own
house shall I dwell / for ever and ever. R.
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SECOND READING Eph 5:8-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Ephesians
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.
You were darkness once, but now you are light
in the Lord; be like children of light, for the
effects of the light are seen in complete goodness
and right living and truth. Try to discover what
the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do
with the futile works of darkness but exposing
them by contrast. The things which are done in
secret are things that people are ashamed even
to speal of; but anything exposed by the light
will be illuminated and anything illuminated
turns into light. That is why it is said:

Walke up from your sleep,

rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.

I The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 8:12

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus
Churist!

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;

whoever follows me will have the light of
life.

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus
Churist!

GOSPEL Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.

The blind man went off and washed himself and

came away with his sight restored.
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had

¢ been blind from birth.
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e \Wednesday: 8.45am
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4" Week of Lent YR A
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20 Fri: 4" Week of Lent
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SACRAMENTS & PRAYERS

e Reconciliation: Sat 9am-9.30am

e Rosary: Sat 8am

e Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament: Fri 9am-5pm

e Novena to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help: Wed 6.00pm

*For Baptisms & Weddings*
Please call the Parish Office

PARISH FAITH FORMATION
e Bible Studies: Tuesday @6pm in
the Parish Centre - All welcome.
e RCIA: Tuesday @7.15pm.
e Children’s RE/Sacrament Prep:
Thursday @ 4.30pm during school
terms.
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Notre Dame Catholic Primary
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WELCOME TO MASS! A very warm welcome to all, especially to new visitors.
Remember to hand sanitise on entry, face masks are optional wear whilst in
church. Thank you for your cooperation.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT - YRA

NOW | CAN SEE! In today’s Gospel it is the man born blind who gradually
comes to see that Jesus is Lord. Meanwhile the Pharisees, the custodians
of the traditional faith, fall steadily into blindness. Self-confident in their own
knowledge, the Pharisees refuse to see the workings of God in Jesus. Let
us humbly ask Christ to open our eyes that we may see his presence in our
Eucharistic community and in our world.

MASS COLLECTIONS

Dear Parishioners, the COVID-19 crisis has impacted our liturgies and church
celebrations. However, we still want to provide you with spiritual support, and we
must continue to pay the bills. Please continue your monetary support to the Parish.
Sign up to our Planned Giving program or you can use direct debit (contact Parish

Office for details). Thank you.

PARISH | First Collection EFT Details Second Collection EFT Details
BANK A/C Name: Cloverdale Presbytery | A/C Name: Cloverdale Parish
ACCOUNT | BSB: 086 006 BSB: 086 006
DETAILS | Account #: 140 608 771 Account #: 667 172 433
Reference: Name Reference: Name
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10.00am A Jennings
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PARISH MINISTRIES CONTACTS

Parish Council Chairman:
Safeguarding Officer:
Safeguarding Officer:

Sacristan:
Acolytes:
Bible Study & RCIA:

Children’s RE & Sacraments:
Notre Dame Youth Group:
Notre Dame Care:

Social/Fundraising Committee:

St Vincent de Paul:

Dr George Sekulla JP  georgesekulla@hotmail.com

Sandra Irene
Velma Erskine

Shirley D’'Castro

Jerome Can Truong

Rosemary Bennett
Ann Semaan
Muriel Bijoux

Jane and Roger F.
Sandra Robinson
Carol Neville

John Harbinson

sandra.ire28@gmail.com
vel.erskine@cewa.edu.au

shirleyedwina@hotmail.com
cantruonghuy@yahoo.com
rben4769@hotmail.com
semaana@hotmail.com
bijouxmuriel@gmail.com
aniv82013@icloud.com
robinsonsandrab5@gmail.com
iperth@gmail.com
ndparish@bigpond.net.au

Parish Events

Masses in the Parish

We are now into the summer months and there are many
Viruses & Flu’'s/colds are in our community. It is your
obligation to attend Mass on a Sunday. It is your right to
exercise common sense. If you wish to wear a face mask
while attending Mass, you are free to do so. Please hand
sanitise as you are entering the church. However, if you
are unwell or have a cold, please stay home until feeling
better. Mass for you at home will be broadcast every
Sunday at 6am on the Ten Network and multiple times
during the week on Foxtel’s Aurora (Channel 173).

Pilgrim Statues

If you wish to have one of ‘Our Lady’s statues visit your
home for a week, please contact Sandra Robinson on

H: 9277 2872 or M: 0405 117 138. 14" March 2026

M Tatum U6/293 Epsom Ave, Redcliffe & S Fernando
20 Bowkett St, Redcliffe.

Project Compassion 2026 - ‘Unite Against Poverty’
You can support PC2026 through donations boxes,
envelopes or by scanning the QR Code on the notice
board. You can also go online at
www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate or by calling
1800 024 413. Boxes & Envelopes available from both
sides of the Church. All donations over $2.00 are tax
deductable. Please mark box or envelope clearly if you
wish for a Tax Receipt. A box has been placed Wright St
Entrance of Church for early return of PC Boxes.

Lenten Reconciliation Service Wednesday 25" March
Cloverdale & Rivervale Parishes warmly invite ALL
parishioners to our ‘Lenten Reconciliation Service’ on
Wednesday 25" March 2026 @ 7pm in St Augustine’s
Catholic Church, 38 Gladstone Rd, Rivervale. Priests
will be available for individual confession. See notice
boards for full details.

Easter Rosters

Blank Rosters have been placed school side of the
Church for those to place there name in the grey shaded
area where they are able to assist with Readings,
Commentary, Acolyte, Altar Servers & Special Ministers.

Easter Timetable 2026 Flyers

Available from both sides of the Church. All the details
are also on the Parish Website and at the entrances of
the Church. Please take a flyer home.

Sacristy Register — Safeguarding Office

A new Register has been placed in the Sacristy to replace
the current one. All Acolytes, Altar Servers and those
entering the Sacristy are required to fill in their details.
Acolytes & Altar servers, if you are rostered on please
come 15mins prior to Mass, as to give enough time to
place your details in the Register.

Easter Raffle 2026

Tickets $5 each or 3 for $10. Tickets are on sale after all
Masses. We are also looking for donations towards the
Easter Raffle. Donations can be left in the Sacristy or the
Parish Office. All proceeds to the PBF.

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday at 6.00pm in the Church during Lent, except
Good Friday (11am).

Around the Archdiocese

Safeguarding Induction Training Online Course
Training Level 1 is for all church workers, paid or
volunteers, who have not attended the course in the last
3 years. The traing provides and overview of the
Safeguarding Policies & Procedures. It is a Self-paced
online learning module. Go to the ‘Training Page’ on the
website to check out the induction

Email: safeguarding@perthcatholic.org.au or
https://safequarding.perthcatholic.org.au/training/.

Australian Catholics Magazine Autumn 2026 Edition
Available from both sides of the Church. Articles include:
In the Footsteps of Mary; Missing the Magic of Mass;
Faith, form & flourish. Take a copy home for your reading.
Free to all good homes.

Notre Dame Community

Notre Dame Parish Youth Gathering

Let's Journey Through Lent Together! Lent isn't just
about giving things up—it's about growing, discovering,
and reconnecting. Join us for a fun and meaningful
Lenten activity with games, reflection, and a chance to
make new friends. Date: 20 March @ 6pm at the Parish
Centre. All high school students welcome. Come and be
part of something special this Lent!

Footy Tipping AFL Season 2026

AFL 2026 Season has how commenced. Late entries will
be accepted but not points will be awarded for games
played. Thanks to all that have entered. There will be no
results until after Round 3.

Containers for Change

The parish has registered for the Containers for Change
Scheme. Take your cans, bottles & plastics to 'TOMRA
RECYCLING CENTRE' 41 - 43 Abernethy Rd Belmont
(just past Wheeler St) scan the bar code and follow
instructions. All monies will be paid into the 'Parish
Building Fund Account'. Flyers available with all details
on including the 'barcode' to scan.
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In Our Prayers...

In Memoriam
We commend to the Father's love all our Z
faithful departed especially: Joachim Huy
Toa Tran, deceased members of Kim
Nguyen’s  Family, Denzil DeVisser,
recently deceased Phero Dinh and all
souls in Purgatory.

Parishioners who are unwell:

Deacon Al Atkinson, Oliver Daly, Myrna, Ranjit, Ravi
Ratnayake, Marjorie Williams, Allan & Philomena Jones,
Helen Bertola (Coverley), John Vuleta, Liz Mulder,
Virginia Bennett, Lena Kennedy, Marjorie Sandon,

Sr Terri Emslie (Presentation Sr) & Pheobe Bronwin.

Baptism
Welcome to our Catholic Faith Community:
Fergus James & Adelaide Grace Miller.




