GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

Mt 4:12-23

He went to Capernaum, that the prophecy of Isaiah
be fulfilled.

Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went
back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went
and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town on
the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this
way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled:

Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! / Way

of the sea on the far side of Jordan, / Galilee

of the nations! / The people that lived in
darkness / has seen a great light; / on those
who dwell in the land and shadow of death /

a light has dawned.

From that moment Jesus began his preaching
with the message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is close at hand.’

As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he
saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter,
and his brother Andrew; they were making a
cast in the lake with their net, for they were
fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me
and I will make you fishers of men.” And they
left their nets at once and followed him.

Going on from there he saw another pair of
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother
John; they were in their boat with their father
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called
them. At once, leaving the boat and their father,
they followed him.

He went round the whole of Galilee teaching
in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good News
of the kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases
and sickness among the people.

B The Gospel of the Lord.
Shorter form: 4: 12-17
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Breaking Open

“Wor

REPENT

Last Sunday’s Gospel from John, though
critically important for our spiritual reflection,
seemed unusual in this year of Matthew. So,
today, we return to Matthew. In the past two
Sundays, John the Baptist has been central in
the Gospel selections. Today he is no longer
with us, having been arrested. Our focus is
squarely now on Jesus. He moves from his
hometown of Nazareth to Capernaum. Both
towns are on the fringe. The first, Nazareth, is
the symbolic place of exile in Matthew. When
Mary, Joseph and Jesus returned from Egypt
they could not go back to their hometown
of Bethlehem because of the vengeful ruling
presence of Herod’s son Archelaus. They go
to live in Galilee, to Nazareth. They, like
the Israelites several centuries earlier, are in
exile. It is from here that the rest of Matthew
unfolds.

Jesus next moves to Capernaum located
geographically close to pagan and Gentile
territories. It is a fishing village and a taxation
collection centre at the crossroads of two major
E-W and N-S highways. It is here that Jesus
proclaims the great clarion cry in the Gospel:
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close
at hand’ (4:17). This cry ‘to repent’ (Greek
metanoia) is an urge to have an openness of
heart. It comes with a conviction that God is
already present and active in the world (‘the
kingdom of heaven is close at hand’).

Finally, after Jesus calls four fishermen to be
his first disciples, our Gospel proclamation
ends with a note about Jesus’ teaching and
healing ministry. The first-called disciples
will model for Matthew’s audience how to be
repentant and live out the conviction of God’s
presence in their lives and world.

Fr Michael Trainor

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / A

FIRST READING lsa 8:23-9:3 |
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

In the Galilean country, the people have seen a great |

light.

In days past the Lord humbled the land of
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in days
to come he will confer glory on the Way of the z
Sea on the far side of Jordan, province of the |
nations. |

The people that walked in darkness

has seen a great light;

on those who live in a land of deep shadow

a light has shone.

You have made their gladness greater,

you have made their joy increase;

they rejoice in your presence

as men rejoice at harvest time,

as men are happy when they are dividing
the spoils.

For the yoke that was weighing on him,

the bar across his shoulders,

the rod of his oppressor,

these you break as on the day of Midian.

I The word of the Loxd.

i SECOND READING

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to
. the Corinthians

THE SAVING WORD

25 JANUARY 2026

1 Cor 1:10-13,17

I appeal to you, my brothers and sisters, make up
. the differences between you.

. I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to malke up the differences
between you, and instead of disagreeing among
. yourselves, to be united again in your belief
. and practice. From what Chloe’s people have

i been telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear

RESP PSALM Ps 26:1, 4,13-14. R.v.1
R. The Loxd is my light and my salvation.

1. The Lord is my light and my salvation; /
whom shall I fear? / The Lord is the
stronghold of my life; / before whom shall I
shrink? R.

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, /
for this I long, / to live in the house of the
Lord, / all the days of my life, / to savour
the sweetness of the Lord, / to behold his
temple. R.

3. I'am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness /
in the land of the living. / Hope in him, hold
firm and take heart. / Hope in the Lord! R.

. that there are serious differences among you.
. What I mean are all these slogans that you have,
like: ‘T am for Paul’, ‘I am for Apollos’, ‘I am
. for Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ’. Has Christ been
. parcelled out? Was it Paul that was crucified for
you? Were you baptised in the name of Paul?

For Christ did not send me to baptise, but

to preach the Good News, and not to preach

that in the terms of philosophy in which the

. crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed.

B The word of the Loxd.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 4:23

. Alleluia, alleluia! / Jesus preached the
i Good News of the kingdom, / and healed
i all who were sick. / Alleluia!
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SACRAMENTS & PRAYERS
e Reconciliation: Sat 9am-9.30am
e Rosary: Sat 8am
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament: Fri 9am-5pm
e Novena to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help: Wed 6.00pm

*For Baptisms & Weddings*
Please call the Parish Office

PARISH FAITH FORMATION
e Bible Studies: Tuesday @6pm in
the Parish Centre - All welcome.
¢ RCIA: Tuesday @7.15pm.
e Children’s RE/Sacrament Prep:
Thursday @ 4.30pm during school
terms.
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WELCOME TO MASS! A very warm welcome to all, especially to new visitors.
Remember to hand sanitise on entry, face masks are optional wear whilst in
church. Thank you for your cooperation.

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YR A

JESUS OUR LIGHT. At times we can find ourselves ‘walking in darkness.’
We get caught up in difficulties and cannot see a way out. Today’s liturgy
reminds us that Jesus is our light and our salvation. As with the first
disciples, he calls us to follow him. In the Gospels, we have the Good News
that brings light into the dark moments of our lives.

MASS COLLECTIONS
Dear Parishioners, the COVID-19 crisis has impacted our liturgies and church
celebrations. However, we still want to provide you with spiritual support, and we
must continue to pay the bills. Please continue your monetary support to the Parish.
Sign up to our Planned Giving program or you can use direct debit (contact Parish
Office for details). Thank you.

PARISH | First Collection EFT Details Second Collection EFT Details
BANK A/C Name: Cloverdale Presbytery | A/C Name: Cloverdale Parish
ACCOUNT | BSB: 086 006 BSB: 086 006
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PARISH MINISTRIES CONTACTS

Parish Council Chairman:
Safeguarding Officer:
Safeguarding Officer:

Dr George Sekulla JP  georgesekulla@hotmail.com
Sandra Irene sandra.ire28@gmail.com
Velma Erskine vel.erskine@cewa.edu.au

Shirley D'Castro
Jerome Can Truong
Rosemary Bennett
Ann Semaan

Muriel Bijoux

shirleyedwina@hotmail.com
cantruonghuy@yahoo.com
rben4769@hotmail.com
semaana@hotmail.com
bijouxmuriel@gmail.com
aniv82013@icloud.com
robinsonsandra5@gmail.com
iperth@gmail.com
ndparish@bigpond.net.au

Sacristan:
Acolytes:
Bible Study & RCIA:

Children’s RE & Sacraments:
Notre Dame Youth Group: Jane and Roger F.
Notre Dame Care: Sandra Robinson
Social/Fundraising Committee: Carol Neville

St Vincent de Paul: John Harbinson

Parish Events

Masses in the Parish

We are now into the summer months and Covid-19 &
Flu's/colds are in our community. It is your obligation to
attend Mass on a Sunday. It is your right to exercise
common sense. If you wish to wear a face mask while
attending Mass, you are free to do so. Please hand
sanitise as you are entering the church. However, if you
are unwell or have a cold, please stay home until feeling
better. Mass for you at home will be broadcast every
Sunday at 6am on the Ten Network and multiple times
during the week on Foxtel's Aurora (Channel 173).

Pilgrim Statues

If you wish to have one of ‘Our Lady’s statues visit your
home for a week, please contact Sandra Robinson on

H: 9277 2872 or M: 0405 117 138. 24" January 2026

J Turner U6, 30C Chester St, Belmont & J Nolan

104 Gardiner St, Belmont.

Readers and Commentators

If you would like to be placed on the Reading Roster for
any of the Masses or would like to become a
Commentator (8am & 10am Sunday Mass), please email
the parish office your contact details and the prefered
time that you would like to be rostered.

Footy Tipping AFL Season 2026

Yes, it is back for the 2026 AFL Season. Forms are
available from either side of the Church. Recruit friends
& family members to enter the competition. $70 per
entry. All details are on the entry form. The more entrants
the bigger the prize pot. All entries must be received by
the opening round, Thursday 5" March 2026. Late
entries will be accepted but not points will be awarded for
games played.

After School Liturgy Classes 2026

Will commence in the Parish Centre on Thursday 12
February @ 4.30pm. Classes will be held on Thursdays
during the school terms. Children that do not attend
Catholic schools are invited to the classes to help prepare
them for the sacraments and their Christian journey.
Please bring a copy of Baptismal Certificate on the day.
Contact Muriel — bijouxmuriel@gmail.com for more
information.

First of the Month Morning Tea & Food Stall

Next Sunday 75! February, in the Parish Centre after the
8am & 10am Masses. Light snack served for morning tea.
Variety of delicious food items for sale also. First one for
the year. All proceeds to the PBF.

Advance Australia Fair — 3rd Verse (Unofficial)

With Christ our head and cornerstone,
we'll build our nation's might
Whose way and truth and light alone,
can guide our path aright
Our lives a sacrifice of love,
reflect our master's care
With faces turned to heav'n above,
Advance Australia Fair
In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair.

Around the Archdiocese

Safeguarding Induction Training Online Course
Training Level 1 is for all church workers, paid or
volunteers, who have not attended the course in the last
3 years. The traing provides and overview of the
Safeguarding Policies & Procedures.

Email: safeguarding@perthcatholic.org.au or
https://safequarding.perthcatholic.org.au/training/.
This is now a Self-paced online learning module that can
be completed at any time. Go to the ‘Training Page’ on
the website to check out the induction.

Day of the Unborn Child Mass

Saturday 7 March 10am at St Mary's Cathedral. We
celebrate the sacredness of every human life in this
special Mass. We also pray for hope and healing for men
and women who have lost a child. We offer the assurance
of God’s infinite Mercy, particularly for those hurt by
abortion. You will have the opportunity to place a flower
at the foot of the Altar in honour of all unborn children or
specifically in remembrance of your own child/ren who
died prior to birth.Please call Lisette on 9328 2929 for
more information.

Notre Dame Community

Columban Calendars 2026

Still a few Columban Calendars left. Sale Price: $10.00
per Calendar, available from the School side entrance of
the Church.

Containers for Change

The parish has registered for the Containers for Change
Scheme. Take your cans, bottles & plastics to ' TOMRA
RECYCLING CENTRE' 41 - 43 Abernethy Rd Belmont
(just past Wheeler St) scan the bar code and follow
instructions. All monies will be paid into the 'Parish
Building Fund Account'. Flyers available with all details
on including the 'barcode' to scan.

€10394094
In Our Prayers...

In Memoriam
We commend to the Father's love all our
faithful departed especially: Deceased
members of the Xavier Family, the
deceased members of Kim Nguyen’s
Family, Janet Aye Aye Aung, Francis
Quadros, Denzil DeVisser, and all souls in Purgatory.

Parishioners who are unwell:

Deacon Al Atkinson, Oliver Daly, Myrna, Ranjit, Ravi
Ratnayake, Marjorie Williams, Allan & Philomena Jones,
Helen Bertola (Coverley), John Vuleta, Liz Mulder,
Virginia Bennett & Lena Kennedy.

Baptism:
Welcome to our Catholic Fatih Community:
Cody Neil Belangel Papst




