about the recent happenings in Judaea; about
Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee,
after John had been preaching baptism. God
had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and
with power, and because God was with him,
Jesus went about doing good and curing all who
had fallen into the power of the devil.’

M The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
The heavens were opened and the Father’s
voice was heard:

cf. Mk 9:8

this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 3:13-17

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.

When Jesus was baptised, the heavens were opened
and the Spirit of God came upon him.

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be
baptised by John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘It
is I who need baptism from you,” he said ‘and
yet you come to me!” But Jesus replied, ‘Leave
it like this for the time being; it is fitting that
we should, in this way, do all that righteousness
demands.” At this, John gave in to him.

As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from
the water, and suddenly the heavens opened and
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and coming down on him. And a voice spoke
from heaven, “This is my Son, the Beloved; my
favour rests on him.’

M  The Gospel of the Lord.
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THE BELOVED

Today’s feast that celebrates the baptism
of Jesus with the story of his baptism from
Matthew’s Gospel. The story, written in the
mid-80s, is slightly different to what our ears
would usually hear. It begins with John the
Baptist’s humble unwillingness to baptise
Jesus. ‘It is I who need baptism from you...
and yet you come to me!’ (3:14) While John’s
conviction is appropriate, Jesus encourages
John to baptise him.

Perhaps Matthew’s story reflects a historical
memory of some who might have believed
that perhaps John was the Messiah. This
lingering memory is addressed in the dialogue
between John and Jesus. Matthew’s version,
nevertheless, accentuates Jesus’ humility in
undergoing the baptismal ritual, very familiar
to the Gospel’s audience of Jewish followers
of Jesus. Ritual bathing was part of a Jewish
purification process before they entered places
of holiness. Every Jewish house had its own
mikveh, the ritual purification bath.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus becomes that place
of holiness in his baptism, in the mikveh of the
Jordan River. God’s Spirit descends upon him
and God’s voice attests, “This is my Son, the
Beloved; my favour rests on him’ (3:17). These
words about Jesus’ belovedness will be heard
again as he is transfigured on the mountain
(17:5) en route to Jerusalem where death awaits.
God’s attestation of Jesus, of God’s delight in
him, despite everything that will unfold in the
remaining chapters of the Gospel, never leaves
him. This divine conviction about Jesus and
God’s words are also God’s conviction and
words that the evangelist wants the Gospel
audience, including us, to hear. All people,
female and male, are God’s beloved ones.
God’s delight and favour rests upon us. It is a
Gospel conviction that we need to remember
especially when life’s struggles come our way.

Fr Michael Trainor

"THE SAVING WORD

BarTism OF THE LORD (FEAsT) / A

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Here is my servant, my chosen one in whom I am

well pleased.
Thus says the Lord:

Here is my servant whom I uphold,

my chosen one in whom my soul delights.

I have endowed him with my spirit

that he may bring true justice to the nations.

He does not cry out or shout aloud,
or male his voice heard in the streets.
He does not break the crushed reed,
nor quench the wavering flame.

Faithfully he brings true justice;

he will neither waver, nor be crushed
until true justice is established on earth,
for the islands are awaiting his law.

I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause
of right;

I have taken you by the hand and
formed you;

I have appointed you as covenant of the
people and light of the nations,

to open the eyes of the blind,
to free captives from prison,
and those who live in darkness from the
dungeon.
B The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 28:1-4, 9-10. R.v.11
R. The Lord will bless his people with
peace.
1. O give the Lord you sons of God,

give the Lord glory and power;

give the Lord the glory of his name.

Adore the Lord in his holy court. R.

Isa 42:1-4, 6-7 |

. SECOND READING
. A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with
. power.

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household:
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. 2.The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,

the Lord on the immensity of waters;
the voice of the Lord, full of power,
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. R.

3. The God of glory thunders.

In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits as king for ever. R.

Acts 10:34-38

“The truth I have now come to realise’ he said

‘is that God does not have favourites, but that
. anybody of any nationality who fears God and
. does what is right is acceptable to him.

‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of

Israel, and it was to them that the good news of
. peace was brought by Jesus Christ — but Jesus
i Christ is Lord of all men. You must have heard
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e Reconciliation: Sat 9am-9.30am

e Rosary: Sat 8am

e Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament: Fri 9am-5pm

e Novena to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help: Wed 6.00pm

*For Baptisms & Weddings*
Please call the Parish Office

PARISH FAITH FORMATION
¢ Bible Studies: Tuesday @6pm in
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¢ RCIA: Tuesday @7.15pm.
e Children’s RE/Sacrament Prep:
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WELCOME TO MASS! A very warm welcome to all, especially to new visitors.
Remember to hand sanitise on entry, face masks are optional wear whilst in
church. Thank you for your cooperation.

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD YR A

THIS IS MY SON, THE BELOVED. Just before he confronts the tempter in the
desert, Jesus is baptised in the Jordan. He is revealed as the beloved Son of God.
His baptism marks the beginning of his public ministry, of the time when the role of
John the Baptist will decrease and Jesus’ proclamation of the kingdom of God, by

word and deed, will increase.

MASS COLLECTIONS

Dear Parishioners, the COVID-19 crisis has impacted our liturgies and church
celebrations. However, we still want to provide you with spiritual support, and we
must continue to pay the bills. Please continue your monetary support to the Parish.
Sign up to our Planned Giving program or you can use direct debit (contact Parish

Office for details). Thank you.

PARISH | First Collection EFT Details Second Collection EFT Details
BANK A/C Name: Cloverdale Presbytery | AIC Name: Cloverdale Parish
ACCOUNT | BSB: 086 006 BSB: 086 006
DETAILS | Account #: 140 608 771 Account #: 667 172 433
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PARISH MINISTRIES CONTACTS

Parish Council Chairman:
Safeguarding Officer:
Safeguarding Officer:

Sacristan:
Acolytes:
Bible Study & RCIA:

Children’s RE & Sacraments:

Dr George Sekulla JP

Sandra Irene
Velma Erskine

Shirley D’Castro
Jerome Can Truong
Rosemary Bennett

Ann Semaan
Muriel Bijoux

georgesekulla@hotmail.com

sandra.ire28@gmail.com

vel.erskine@cewa.edu.au

shirleyedwina@hotmail.com

cantruonghuy@yahoo.com

rben4769@hotmail.com

semaana@hotmail.com

bijouxmuriel@gmail.com

Notre Dame Youth Group:

Notre Dame Care:

Social/Fundraising Committee:

St Vincent de Paul:

Jane and Roger F.

aniv82013@icloud.com

Sandra Robinson

robinsonsandra5@gmail.com

Carol Neville

jperth@gmail.com

John Harbinson

ndparish@bigpond.net.au

Parish Events

Masses in the Parish

We are now into the summer months and Covid-19 &
Flu's/colds are in our community. It is your obligation to
attend Mass on a Sunday. It is your right to exercise
common sense. If you wish to wear a face mask while
attending Mass, you are free to do so. Please hand
sanitise as you are entering the church. However, if you
are unwell or have a cold, please stay home until feeling
better. Mass for you at home will be broadcast every
Sunday at 6am on the Ten Network and multiple times
during the week on Foxtel’s Aurora (Channel 173).

Pilgrim Statues

If you wish to have one of ‘Our Lady’s statues visit your
home for a week, please contact Sandra Robinson on

H: 9277 2872 or M: 0405 117 138. 10" January 2026

J Turner U6/30C Chester St, Belmont & M Sandon

12 Tilby St, Cloverdale.

Working With Children Card

Reminder to get your WWC Card out and check the
expiry date. You can renew 3 months in advance.

WWC Forms available from the Parish Office. It is a
requirement by law that all Acolytes, Senior Altar Servers,
Extraordinary Ministers, Choir Leaders & Catechists to
have a current WWC Card.

Around the Archdiocese

Safeguarding Induction Training Online Course
Training Level 1 is for all church workers, paid or
volunteers, who have not attended the course in the last
3 years. The traing provides and overview of the
Safeguarding Policies & Procedures.

Email: safeguarding@perthcatholic.org.au or
https://safequarding.perthcatholic.org.au/training/.
This is now a Self-paced online learning module that can
be completed at any time. Go to the ‘Training Page’ on
the website to check out the induction.

Notre Dame Community

Columban Calendars 2026

Still a few Columban Calendars left. Sale Price: $10.00
per Calendar, available from the School side entrance of
the Church.

Containers for Change

The parish has registered for the Containers for Change
Scheme. Take your cans, bottles & plastics to 'TOMRA
RECYCLING CENTRE' 41 - 43 Abernethy Rd Belmont
(just past Wheeler St) scan the bar code and follow
instructions. All monies will be paid into the 'Parish
Building Fund Account'. Flyers available with all details
on including the 'barcode' to scan.

RN
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In Our Prayers...

In Memoriam

We commend to the Father's love all our
faithful ~ departed especially:  The
deceased members of Kim Nguyen’s
Family, Hazel Douglas, Joyce Blake,
Janet Aye Aye Aung, Leonisa Delfin
Moran, Denzil DeVisser, and all souls in Purgatory.

Parishioners who are unwell:

Deacon Al Atkinson, Oliver Daly, Myrna, Ranjit, Ravi
Ratnayake, Marjorie Williams, Allan & Philomena Jones,
Helen Bertola (Coverley), John Vuleta, Liz Mulder &
Virginia Bennett.

A Prayer to start the Week

"Lord, bless my journey through this week.
May the pace be steady, paths safe, and
conversations fruitful. Bless the strangers |
meet and make each encounter one with
You. May Your love be my fuel and Your
word my guide as | journey forward.
Amen".



