GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Col 3:15,16

Alleluia, alleluia! / May the peace of Churist
rule in your hearts, / and the fullness of
his message live within you. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 2:13-25, 19-23

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

lake the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt.

After the wise men had left, the angel of the
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
‘Get up, take the child and his mother with
you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there until
I tell you, because Herod intends to search for
the child and do away with him.” So Joseph got
up and, taking the child and his mother with
him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed
until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what
the Lord had spoken through the prophet:

I called my son out of Egypt.

After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and
said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother
with you and go back to the land of Israel, for
those who wanted to kill the child are dead’.
So Joseph got up and, taking the child and
his mother with him, went back to the land of
Israel. But when he learnt that Archelaus had
succeeded his father Herod as ruler of Judaea
he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a
dream he left for the region of Galilee. There he
settled in a town called Nazareth. In this way

the words spoken through the prophets were to
be fulfilled:

He will be called a Nazarene.
i The Gospel of the Lord.
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LIVING OUT ISRAEL'S HISTORY

With today’s feast we return to one of
Matthew’s special heroes, Joseph. As we have
already seen, Matthew’s Joseph is like the Old
Testament patriarchal figure—he is a ‘dreamer’
who leads God’s family. In this Gospel Joseph
has a dream, a privileged religious experience
of divine communication. In this dream,
an angel, the Gospel’s representation of the
presence of God, appears and again directs
Joseph. This time it is to escape into Egypt;
Herod is out to execute the child Jesus. Like
ancient Israel through the Old Testament
story of the other Joseph who goes to Egypt,
Matthew’s Joseph leads Mary and the child
into Egypt and safety, paralleling the story of
Israel:

For Matthew, Jesus is the symbolic repre-
sentation of Israel’s story and sums up in his
being the desire of God to free the people from
disaster. After Herod dies, Joseph—perhaps
now an insomniacl—gets another dream to
go back to Israel. Instead of returning to his
hometown, which in Matthew is Bethlehem,
he takes the family ‘into exile’ to Nazareth
because of the murderous intent of Herod’s
son, Archelaus. In this last movement, Jesus
completes the cycle of Israel’s story—being
called, to Egypt, to the exodus and finally, into
exile. It is from this perspective that the rest
of Matthew’s Gospel unfolds. The evangelist,
writing to Jewish followers of Jesus, is keen to
show how Jesus is a true Israelite, living out
Israel’s history.

Two things might be reflectively helpful for the
contemporary family: God always accompanies
the family of Jesus in its journey, no matter
where it leads; trust one’s dream. God can
communicate in different and, sometimes,
unpredictable ways.

Fr Michael Trainor

. THE SAVING WORD

THe HolLy FAMILY OF JEsus, MARY AND JOSePH / A

FIRST READING Sir 3:2-6, 12-14
A reading from the Book of Sirach
Whoever fears the Lord honours his parents.

The Lord honours the father in his children,

and upholds the rights of a mother over her
sons.

Whoever respects his father is atoning for his
sins,

he who honours his mother is like someone
amassing a fortune.

Whoever respects his father will be happy
with children of his own,

he shall be heard on the day when he prays.

Long life comes to him who honours his father,

he who sets his mother at ease is showing
obedience to the Lord.

My son, support your father in his old age,

do not grieve him during his life.

Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy;

do not despise him in your health and strength;

for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten

but will serve as reparation for your sins.

" The word of the Loxd.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 127:1-5. R. cf. v.1
R. Happy are those who fear the Lord and
wall< in his ways.

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord/

and wall in his ways!/ By the labour of your
hands you shall eat./ You will be happy and
prosper. R.

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine/ in the heart of
your house;/ your children like shoots of the
olive,/ around your table. R.

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed/ the man who
fears the Lord./ May the Lord bless you from
Zion/ all the days of your life! R.

SECOND READING Col 3:12-21

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Colossians
Concerning the Christian life in the world.

. gentleness
. another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel
. begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you
- must do the same. Over all these clothes, to
- keep them together and complete them, put
. on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were
. called together as parts of one body. Always be
. thankful.
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i compassion, in kindness and humility,

and patience. Bear with one

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness,

. find a home with you. Teach each other, and

advise each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude
in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and
inspired songs to God; and never say or do
anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you

. should in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives
and treat them with gentleness. Children, be
. obedient to your parents always, because that is
what will please the Lord. Parents, never drive
. your children to resentment or you will make

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves : them feel frustrated.

you and you should be clothed in sincere . ® The word of the Lord.
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Parish Office Hours:
Tues, Wed & Fri: 9am — 12noon
T: 9277 4094
E: ndparish@bigpond.net.au

MASS TIMES
Sat: 6.00pm Vigil Mass
Sun: 8.00am,10.00am,6.00pm
Tuesday: 5.30pm
Wednesday: 8.45am
Thursday - Saturday: 8.30am

Octave of Christmas YR A
28 Sun: The Holy Family Yr A
29 Mon No Mass
30 Tues: 6t Day in the Octave
31 Wed: 7" Day in the Octave
01 Jan Thu: Mary the Holy
Mother of God.
02 Fri: Sts Basil the Grt & Gregory
03Sat: Saturday before the

SACRAMENTS & PRAYERS

e Reconciliation: Sat 9am-9.30am

e Rosary: Sat 8am

e Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament: Fri 9am-5pm

e Novena to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help: Wed 6.00pm

*For Baptisms & Weddings*
Please call the Parish Office

PARISH FAITH FORMATION
¢ Bible Studies: Tuesday @6pm in
the Parish Centre - All welcome.
¢ RCIA: Tuesday @7.15pm.
e Children’s RE/Sacrament Prep:
Thursday @ 4.30pm during school
terms.

PARISH SCHOOLS

Notre Dame Catholic Primary
q ¥ 360 Daly Street, Cloverdale WA 6105
o 6272 7100 | www.nds.wa.edu.au

V St Maria Goretti’s Catholic School
\ } 64 Morrison Street, Redcliffe WA 6104
6279 2000 | www.smg.wa.edu.au

WELCOME TO MASS! A very warm welcome to all, especially to new visitors.
Remember to hand sanitise on entry, face masks are optional wear whilst in
church. Thank you for your cooperation.

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH YR A

FLEE TO EGYPT. The Gospel of Matthew highlights the many difficulties face by
Mary and Joseph before and after the birth of Jesus. But Matthew highlights also
the abiding presence of God, who is with them on every step of their journey. We
see in these early episodes what Jesus will make explicit at the end of the Gospel:
‘And know that | am with you always, yes, to the end of time.’

MASS COLLECTIONS

Dear Parishioners, the COVID-19 crisis has impacted our liturgies and church
celebrations. However, we still want to provide you with spiritual support, and we
must continue to pay the bills. Please continue your monetary support to the Parish.
Sign up to our Planned Giving program or you can use direct debit (contact Parish
Office for details). Thank you.

PARISH | First Collection EFT Details Second Collection EFT Details
BANK A/C Name: Cloverdale Presbytery | A/C Name: Cloverdale Parish
ACCOUNT | BSB: 086 006 BSB: 086 006
DETAILS | Account #: 140 608 771 Account #: 667 172 433
Reference: Name Reference: Name
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PARISH MINISTRIES CONTACTS

Parish Council Chairman:
Safeguarding Officer:
Safeguarding Officer:

Sacristan:
Acolytes:

Bible Study & RCIA:

Children’s RE & Sacraments:
Notre Dame Youth Group:
Notre Dame Care:

Social/Fundraising Committee:

St Vincent de Paul:

Dr George Sekulla JP
Sandra Irene
Velma Erskine

georgesekulla@hotmail.com
sandra.ire28@gmail.com
vel.erskine@cewa.edu.au

Shirley D’Castro
Jerome Can Truong
Rosemary Bennett
Ann Semaan

Muriel Bijoux

Jane and Roger F.
Sandra Robinson
Carol Neville

John Harbinson

shirleyedwina@hotmail.com
cantruonghuy@yahoo.com
rben4769@hotmail.com
semaana@hotmail.com
bijouxmuriel@gmail.com
aniv82013@icloud.com
robinsonsandra5@gmail.com
jperth@gmail.com
ndparish@bigpond.net.au

Parish Events

Masses in the Parish

We are now going into summer months and Covid-19 &
Flu's/colds are in our community. It is your obligation to
attend Mass on a Sunday. It is your right to exercise
common sense. If you wish to wear a face mask while
attending Mass, you are free to do so. Please hand
sanitise as you are entering the church. However, if you
are unwell or have a cold, please stay home until feeling
better. Mass for you at home will be broadcast every
Sunday at 6am on the Ten Network and multiple times
during the week on Foxtel's Aurora (Channel 173).

Pilgrim Statues

If you wish to have one of ‘Our Lady’s statues visit your
home for a week, please contact Sandra Robinson on

H: 9277 2872 or M: 0405 117 138. 28" December 2025
M Sann 282 Daly St Belmont & A King 320 Sydenham
St, Cloverdale.

Simbang Gabi 2025

Thank you to all those involved in Simbang Gabi for this
year. All Masses have been well attended. We concluded
the nine night novena with Bishop Don Sproxton saying
the final Mass on Tuesday 23 December. It truly was a
beautiful lead up to our Christmas Celebrations.

Christmas Offering Envelopes
Available from both sides of the Church and the Pews.
The offerings support all the Priests of the Archdiocese.

Timely Reminder — Car Security & Parking

Not everyone follows ‘The 10 Commandments’ please
ensure that your cars are locked and that there are no
valuables left in sight when attending our Christmas
Masses. Please make sure you follow all the parking
regulations & signs. No Verge Parking.

A Special Note of Thanks

Thank you to all those that attended our Christmas
Celebrations and thanks to those that assisted in setting
of the church and parish centre. To the Choirs, flower
arrangers, readers, commentators, altar servers,
Acolytes & collectors thank you for your help during our
Christmas Masses. Also thank you once again for
supporting myself and the parish throughout 2025.
Looking forward to the changes that will happen on the
vacant block in 2026. Wishing you all a Happy New Year
for 2026. God Bless Fr Quynh.

Christmas Cracker Jokes
Just in case you didn’t get enough on Christmas Day.....

After the Wise Men gave their gifts of gold and
frankincense, Mary and Jospeh started to thank them, but
the third one spoke up, saying: “ But wait, there’s myrrh!!!

Q: What kind of music does Santa listen too?
A: Wrap Music

Q: Who is Santa’s favourite singer?
A: Elfish Presley.

Wishing everyone a lovely day
and Happy New Year for 2026

Around the Archdiocese

Perth Racing Mass — Tuesday 30" December 2025
Ascot Racecourse, Directors Lounge Level 2 of the
Grandstand. Parking is available Members Carpark off
Grandstand Rd. Arrive 5.30pm for 6.00pm start of Mass.
Refreshments will be served after Mass. No RSVP
Necessary.

Safeguarding Induction Training Online Course
Training Level 1 is for all church workers, paid or
volunteers, who have not attended the course in the last
3 years. The traing provides and overview of the
Safeguarding Policies & Procedures.

Email: safeguarding@perthcatholic.org.au or
https://safequarding.perthcatholic.org.au/training/.
This is now a Self-paced online learning module that can
be completed at any time. Go to the ‘Training Page’ on
the website to check out the induction.

The Record Magazine —December Edition

Available from both sides of the Church. Please take a
copy. Articles include: Archbishop Costelloe’s Christmas
message, Bishop Don’s Christmas message, 2025 in
Summary, 160 Years of St Vincent de Paul Society &
much more. Please take a copy home.

There are also copies of the Catholic Magazine available.

Notre Dame Community

Columban Calendars 2026

Still a few Columban Calendars left. Sale Price: $10.00
per Calendar, available from the School side entrance of
the Church.

Containers for Change

The parish has registered for the Containers for Change
Scheme. Take your cans, bottles & plastics to "'TOMRA
RECYCLING CENTRE' 41 - 43 Abernethy Rd Belmont
(just past Wheeler St) scan the bar code and follow
instructions. All monies will be paid into the 'Parish
Building Fund Account'. Flyers available with all details
on including the 'barcode' to scan.
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In Our Prayers...

In Memoriam

We commend to the Father's love all our
faithful  departed especially:  The
deceased members of Kim Nguyen’s
Family, Janet Aye Aye Aung, Denzil
DeVisser, recently deceased Clara
Superville and all souls in Purgatory.

Parishioners who are unwell:

Deacon Al Atkinson, Oliver Daly, Myrna, Ranjit, Ravi
Ratnayake, Marjorie Williams, Allan & Philomena Jones,
Helen Bertola (Coverley), John Vuleta & Liz Mulder.




