GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The virgin will give birth to a son;

his name will be Emmanuel: God-is-with-us.
Alleluia!l

Mt 1:23

GOSPEL Mt 1:18-24

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.

Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed
of Joseph, a son of David.

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but
before they came to live together she was found
to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her
husband Joseph, being a man of honour and
wanting to spare her publicity; decided to divorce
her informally. He had made up his mind to do
this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, and said ‘Joseph son of David, do
not be afraid to talkke Mary home as your wife,
because she has conceived what is in her by the
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you
must name him Jesus, because he is the one
who is to save his people from their sins.” Now
all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth

to a son

and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’.
When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of
the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife
to his home.

B The Gospel of the Loxd.
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GOD WITH US

With Christmas only days away, today’s
Gospel announces Jesus’ birth. Unlike the
perhaps more familiar story from Lulke’s
Gospel, with the annunciation by Gabriel
to Mary, Matthew’s focus is on Joseph, a
heroic character for the Gospel’s Jewish
audience, reminiscent of the Old Testament
patriarch, Joseph. Matthew’s story is different
from Luke’s. In Matthew’s Jewish world
marriage occurred in two stages. The first was
engagement; the second, cohabitation. Mary
and Joseph are married according to Jewish
law, though not living together. We must
remember, too, that the Gospel in general and
this story in particular is a theological narrative.
Matthew is not concerned with gynaecology,
but theology. It is about God and the Holy
Spirit. Mary’s pregnancy is the fruit of God’s
action. As this becomes known to Joseph, he
wants to step out of the scene and divorce
her quietly without bringing her shame—an
option open to him from Jewish law.

Through an angel in a dream—reminiscent
again of the Old Testament patriarch, ‘the
dreamer’— Joseph comes to a profound
theological truth. Mary’s conception is
the work of God’s Spirit. This is God’s act.
Joseph is then instructed to name the child,
an important Israelite convention that
incorporates the one to be born into Joseph'’s
kinship group. Matthew concludes the scene
with a second naming, now provided by the
prophet Isaiah. The child will be ‘Emmanuel’,
‘God with us’, a theme that will continue
throughout Matthew even to the Gospel’s
concluding scene on Easter day. We celebrate
and affirm God ‘being-with-us’ this Christmas.
We want this God to ‘be with us’ for the year
ahead.

Fr Michael Trainor

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT / A

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The virgin will conceive.

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord |
your God for a sign for yourself coming either |
from the depths of Sheol or from the heights
above.” ‘No,” Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the

Lord to the test.’

Then Isaiah said:

‘Listen now, House of David:

are you not satisfied with trying the
patience of men

without trying the patience of God, too?

The Lord himself, therefore,

will give you a sign.

It is this: the maiden is with child

and will soon give birth to a son

whom she will call Emmanuel,

2

a name which means “God-is-with-us”.

M The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM
R. Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.

It is he who set it on the seas;

on the waters he made it firm. R.

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?

The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things. R.

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.

Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob. R.

Isa 7:10-14
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i SECOND READING

Ps 23:1-6. R. cf.w. 7.10 i F
i scriptures.

THE SAVING WORD

21 DECeEMBER 2025

Rom 1:1-7
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the

: Romans

Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the
Son of God.

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has
been called to be an apostle, and specially
chosen to preach the Good News that God
promised long ago through his prophets in the

This news is about the Son of God, who,
according to the human nature he toolk, was a
descendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ our
Lord who, in the order of the spirit, the spirit of
holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son
of God in all his power through his resurrection
from the dead. Through him we received
grace and our apostolic mission to preach the
obedience of faith to all pagan nations in honour
of his name. You are one of these nations, and
by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all,
then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, called
to be saints, may God our Father and the Lord

. Jesus Christ send grace and peace.
The word of the Lord.
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PARISH PRESBYTERY & OFFICE
345 Wright Street, Cloverdale
www.ndparish.org.au
Parish Secretary: Leonie Blake

Parish Office Hours:
Tues, Wed & Fri: 9am — 12noon
T: 9277 4094
E: ndparish@bigpond.net.au

MASS TIMES
e Sat: 6.00pm Vigil Mass
e Sun: 8.00am,10.00am,6.00pm
e Tuesday: 5.30pm
e Wednesday: 8.45am
e Thursday - Saturday: 8.30am

Fourth Week of Advent YR A
21 Sun: 4% Sunday of Advent Yr A
22 Mon No Mass
23 Tues: 4t Week of Advent
24 Wed: 4t Week of Advent/
Christmas Vigil
25 Thu: Christmas Day
26 Fri: St Stephen
27Sat: St John the Apostle/ Vigil

SACRAMENTS & PRAYERS

e Reconciliation: Sat 9am-9.30am

e Rosary: Sat 8am

e Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament: Fri 9am-5pm

e Novena to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help: Wed 6.00pm

*For Baptisms & Weddings*
Please call the Parish Office

PARISH FAITH FORMATION
¢ Bible Studies: Tuesday @6pm in
the Parish Centre - All welcome.
¢ RCIA: Tuesday @7.15pm.
e Children’s RE/Sacrament Prep:
Thursday @ 4.30pm during school
terms.

PARISH SCHOOLS

Notre Dame Catholic Primary
VB 360 Daly Street, Cloverdale WA 6105
R s 6272 7100 | www.nds.wa.edu.au

V St Maria Goretti’s Catholic School
\ } 64 Morrison Street, Redcliffe WA 6104
6279 2000 | www.smg.wa.edu.au

WELCOME TO MASS! A very warm welcome to all, especially to new visitors.
Remember to hand sanitise on entry, face masks are optional wear whilst in
church. Thank you for your cooperation.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT YR A

A MAN OF HONOUR. Today’s Gospel invites us to reflect on Joseph, the
husband of Mary, who played such an important role in God’s plan of
salvation. Joseph was a man of honour who combined respect for the law
with compassion for Mary. He was open to hear God’s word to him. He is
an example for us all.

MASS COLLECTIONS

Dear Parishioners, the COVID-19 crisis has impacted our liturgies and church
celebrations. However, we still want to provide you with spiritual support, and we
must continue to pay the bills. Please continue your monetary support to the Parish.
Sign up to our Planned Giving program or you can use direct debit (contact Parish
Office for details). Thank you.

PARISH | First Collection EFT Details Second Collection EFT Details
BANK AIC Name: Cloverdale Presbytery | AIC Name: Cloverdale Parish
ACCOUNT | BSB: 086 006 BSB: 086 006
DETAILS | Account #: 140 608 771 Account #: 667 172 433
Reference: Name Reference: Name
LITURGICAL MINISTRIES ROSTER
Mass Acolyte Commentator Readers Exlfnr.aqrdinary Altan
inisters Servers
S;.;E:,"Say Robert Lam M Jackson C Nguyen A McPherson
ec
6.00 Nguyen T Hanson R Bennett N Foneska
.00pm
Sunday .
Ashley V Conier D P Sekulla P,F&S
th )
2 oS | Rebeiro | R Bennet JOshie | NDelRosario | Sekulla
.00am
Sunday Mikaele B i A Benjamin
28t Dec Piliae A Semaan Parasuraman J Branchi J Cheung
10.00am F Brown F Brown L Carson
fg:,’,‘g";’é Sunil S Garcia T Doan J Mai
6.00 Rodrigues N Barker B Ryan S Barker
.00pm

PARISH MINISTRIES CONTACTS

Parish Council Chairman:
Safeguarding Officer:
Safeguarding Officer:

Sacristan:
Acolytes:

Bible Study & RCIA:

Children’s RE & Sacraments:
Notre Dame Youth Group:
Notre Dame Care:
Social/Fundraising Committee:
St Vincent de Paul:

Sandra Irene
Velma Erskine

Shirley D’Castro

Jerome Can Truong

Rosemary Bennett
Ann Semaan
Muriel Bijoux

Jane and Roger F.
Sandra Robinson
Carol Neville

John Harbinson

Dr George Sekulla JP

georgesekulla@hotmail.com
sandra.ire28@gmail.com
vel.erskine@cewa.edu.au

shirleyedwina@hotmail.com
cantruonghuy@yahoo.com
rben4769@hotmail.com
semaana@hotmail.com
bijouxmuriel@gmail.com
aniv82013@icloud.com
robinsonsandra5@gmail.com
jperth@gmail.com
ndparish@bigpond.net.au

Parish Events

Masses in the Parish

We are now going into summer months and Covid-19 &
Flu's/colds are in our community. It is your obligation to
attend Mass on a Sunday. It is your right to exercise
common sense. If you wish to wear a face mask while
attending Mass, you are free to do so. Please hand
sanitise as you are entering the church. However, if you
are unwell or have a cold, please stay home until feeling
better. Mass for you at home will be broadcast every
Sunday at 6am on the Ten Network and multiple times
during the week on Foxtel's Aurora (Channel 173).

Pilgrim Statues

If you wish to have one of ‘Our Lady’s statues visit your
home for a week, please contact Sandra Robinson on

H: 9277 2872 or M: 0405 117 138. 20" December 2025
M & W Jackson 6 Hedges Place Kewdale & A King

320 Sydenham St, Cloverdale.

Adoration Friday 26" December — Boxing Day
There will be NO Adoration next Friday 26" December.

Simbang Gabi 2025

The 9 Night Novena Masses in English commenced on
Monday 15" December @ 8pm in the church and will
conclude this Tuesday evening 23" December @ 8pm
with Bishop Donald Sproxton as main celebrant. Thank
you to all those that have attended so far.

Christmas Roster 2025

Still many blank spaces (highlighted in green) to be filled
for our Christmas Masses. Please add your name
wherever you are able to assist.

For the 6:00 pm Christmas Vigil Family Mass, children
and young people (school age up to 18 years) are invited
to serve as Altar Servers, Commentators, Readers of the
Word, and readers of the Prayers of the Faithful.

Christmas Timetable Flyers
Available from both sides of the church. Please take one
for your home, family & pass on one to neighbours.

Christmas Offering Envelopes
Available from both sides of the Church and the Pews.
The offerings support all the Priests of the Archdiocese.

Timely Reminder — Car Security & Parking

Not everyone follows ‘The 10 Commandments’ please
ensure that your cars are locked and that there are no
valuables left in sight when attending our Christmas
Masses. Please make sure you follow all the parking
regulations & signs. No Verge Parking.

Prayer for the Fourth Week of Advent

All-powerful God, your eternal Word took flesh on our
earth when the Virgin Mary placed her life at the service
of your plan. Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear the
voice which announces his glory and open our minds to
receive the Spirit who prepares us for his coming.

Around the Archdiocese

Safeguarding Induction Training Online Course
Training Level 1 is for all church workers, paid or
volunteers, who have not attended the course in the last
3 years. The traing provides and overview of the
Safeguarding Policies & Procedures.

Email: safeguarding@perthcatholic.org.au or
https://safequarding.perthcatholic.org.au/training/.
This is now a Self-paced online learning module that can
be completed at any time. Go to the ‘Training Page’ on
the website to check out the induction. :

The Record Magazine —December Edition

Available from both sides of the Church. Please take a
copy. Articles include: Archbishop Costelloe’s Christmas
message, Bishop Don’s Christmas message, 2025 in
Summary, 160 Years of St Vincent de Paul Society &
much more. Please take a copy home.

There are also copies of the Catholic Magazine available.

Notre Dame Community

Archbishop’s Christmas Appeal for LifeLink 2025

If you haven't returned your donation envelope, it is not
too late, these can be placed in the Second Collection or
you may mail your gift in the Reply-Paid Envelope
provided. Donations can be made online, details are in
the Archbishop’s Letter.

Columban Calendars 2026

Columban Calendars are on sale at $10.00 per Calendar,
available from the School side entrance of the Church.
There are NO Christmas Cards available this year for
purchase.

Containers for Change

The parish has registered for the Containers for Change
Scheme. Take your cans, bottles & plastics to " TOMRA
RECYCLING CENTRE' 41 - 43 Abernethy Rd Belmont
(just past Wheeler St) scan the bar code and follow
instructions. All monies will be paid into the 'Parish
Building Fund Account'. Flyers available with all details
on including the 'barcode' to scan.

C10394094

In Our Prayers...

In Memoriam

We commend to the Father's love all our
faithful departed especially: Denis &
Margaret Saldana, Brian Aitkin, Alfred
Taylor, Jeanette McNess, Charlotte
D’Cruz, John, Victoria & Ralph Jackson,
The deceased members of Kim Nguyen’s Family, Danny
& Rocko Jokovich, Alessandro Di Filippo, Janet Aye Aye
Aung, Arthur Douglas, Denzil Devisser, and all souls in
Purgatory.

Parishioners who are unwell:

Deacon Al Atkinson, Oliver Daly, Myrna, Ranjit, Ravi
Ratnayake, Marjorie Williams, Allan & Philomena Jones,
Helen Bertola (Coverley), John Vuleta, Clara Superville
& Liz Mulder.




