GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.
Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for

Mt 11:2-11

someone else?

John in his prison had heard what Christ was
doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are
you the one who is to come, or have we got
to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go
back and tell John what you hear and see; the
blind see again, and the lame wall, lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are
raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed
to the poor; and happy is the man who does

not lose faith in me.’

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began
to talk to the people about John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed
swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you
go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh
no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found
in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To
see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more
than a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture
says: Lool, I am going to send my messenger
before you; he will prepare your way before
you. I tell you solemnly, of all the children born
of women, a greater than John the Baptist has
never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he is.’

M The Gospel of the Loxd.
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THE ONE WHO IS TO COME

Today’s Gospel focus continues with John the
Baptist, introduced to us last Sunday. From
prison he sends his followers to Jesus to find
out if he is the ‘one who is to come or have
we to wait for someone else?” This question
picks up an early memory that some thought
John might have been the Messiah. Jesus
explicates his Messianic credentials to John’s
enquirers: the blind see, the lame wallk, lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear and the dead raised
to life. In other words, Jesus affirms that he
is the one who brings restoration, community
and healing. Jesus’ self-identification further

affirms the blessedness of those who remain
faithful to him.

In the biblical world, ‘faith’ was another way
of affirming fidelity and commitment to
another. This leads Jesus to attest, in this spirit
of fidelity and commitment, John’s prophetic
mission of desert ascetism and preparation
for the coming of the Messiah. As we come
into these final days before Christmas, our
role becomes like John: we align ourselves in
fidelity and faith to the one who is to be born,
who will bring healing and hope to our world
that struggles to know this.

But we also hear Jesus’ affirming words —
the final sentence in today’s Gospel passage
addressed to us. Despite John’s greatness
as the one who prepares for the coming of
Jesus, ‘yet the least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than he’. The Gospel’s audience,
including us, are affirmed. We have unique
status in the eyes of God. This divine promise
accompanies us in the days ahead.

Fr Michael Trainor

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT / A

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

God himself will come and save us.

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,

let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,
let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;

they shall see the glory of the Lord,

the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.

‘Look your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,

the retribution of God,;

he is coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,

then the lame shall leap like a deer

and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy,

for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy in their faces;

joy and gladness will go with them

and sorrow and lament be ended.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 145:6-10. R. cf. Isa 35:4
R. Lord, come and save us. (or Alleluia!)

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, /
who is just to those who are oppressed. / It is
he who gives bread to the hungry, / the Lord,
who sets prisoners free. R.

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, /
who raises up those who are bowed down, /
the Lord, who protects the stranger / and
upholds the widow and orphan. R.

Isa 35:1-6, 10 |

. SECOND READING

THE SAVING WORD

14 DEecemBER 2025

i 3. It is the Lord who loves the just/ but
thwarts the path of the wicked. / The Lord
will reign for ever, / Zion’s God, from age to
age. R.

James 5:7-10
A reading from the letter of St James

You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the
Lord’s coming will be soon.

. Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming.

Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for
the precious fruit of the ground until it has had

i the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too

have to be patient; do not lose heart, because
the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make
complaints against one another, brothers, so as
not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the
Judge is already to be seen waiting at the gates.
For your example, brothers, in submitting with
patience, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord.

The word of the Loxrd.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

Isa61:1; Lk 4:18

. The spirit of the Loxd is upon me;

he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!
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MASS TIMES
e Sat: 6.00pm Vigil Mass
e Sun: 8.00am,10.00am,6.00pm
e Tuesday: 5.30pm
e \Wednesday: 8.45am
e Thursday - Saturday: 8.30am

Third Week of Advent YR A
14 Sun: 3 Sunday of Advent Yr A
15 Mon No Mass
16 Tues: 3 Week of Advent
17 Wed: 34 \Week of Advent
18 Thu: 3 Week of Advent
19 Fri: 3" Week of Advent
20Sat: 37/ Vigil 4" Sunday of
Advent YR A

SACRAMENTS & PRAYERS

e Reconciliation: Sat 9am-9.30am

e Rosary: Sat 8am

e Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament: Fri 9am-5pm

e Novena to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help: Wed 6.00pm

*For Baptisms & Weddings*
Please call the Parish Office

PARISH FAITH FORMATION
e Bible Studies: Tuesday @6pm in
the Parish Centre - All welcome.
¢ RCIA: Tuesday @7.15pm.
e Children’s RE/Sacrament Prep:
Thursday @ 4.30pm during school
terms.

PARISH SCHOOLS

Notre Dame Catholic Primary
q W 360 Daly Street, Cloverdale WA 6105
s 6272 7100 | www.nds.wa.edu.au

64 Morrison Street, Redcliffe WA 6104

\'0’ St Maria Goretti’'s Catholic School
6279 2000 | www.smg.wa.edu.au

WELCOME TO MASS! A very warm welcome to all, especially to new visitors.
Remember to hand sanitise on entry, face masks are optional wear whilst in
church. Thank you for your cooperation.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT YR A

THE BLIND SEE AGAIN. Many of the Jewish people did not expect a Messiah like
Jesus. Many wondered: ‘Are you the one who is to come?’. Jesus came not to
exercise sovereignty and power over the people but to bring blessing to the poor
and needy. Let us celebrate his birth this Christmas by being good news for the
poor.

MASS COLLECTIONS
Dear Parishioners, the COVID-19 crisis has impacted our liturgies and church
celebrations. However, we still want to provide you with spiritual support, and we
must continue to pay the bills. Please continue your monetary support to the Parish.
Sign up to our Planned Giving program or you can use direct debit (contact Parish
Office for details). Thank you.

PARISH | First Collection EFT Details Second Collection EFT Details
BANK AIC Name: Cloverdale Presbytery { AIC Name: Cloverdale Parish

ACCOUNT | BSB: 086 006 BSB: 086 006
DETAILS | Account #: 140 608 771 Account #: 667 172 433
Reference: Name Reference: Name
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PARISH MINISTRIES CONTACTS

Parish Council Chairman:
Safeguarding Officer:
Safeguarding Officer:

Dr George Sekulla JP  georgesekulla@hotmail.com
Sandra Irene sandra.ire28@gmail.com
Velma Erskine vel.erskine@cewa.edu.au

shirleyedwina@hotmail.com
cantruonghuy@yahoo.com
rben4769@hotmail.com
semaana@hotmail.com
bijouxmuriel@gmail.com
aniv82013@icloud.com
robinsonsandra5@gmail.com
iperth@gmail.com
ndparish@bigpond.net.au

Sacristan:
Acolytes:
Bible Study & RCIA:

Shirley D'Castro
Jerome Can Truong
Rosemary Bennett
Ann Semaan

Muriel Bijoux

Jane and Roger F.
Sandra Robinson
Carol Neville

John Harbinson

Children’s RE & Sacraments:
Notre Dame Youth Group:
Notre Dame Care:
Social/Fundraising Committee:
St Vincent de Paul:

Parish Events

Masses in the Parish

We are now going into summer months and Covid-19 &
Flu's/colds are in our community. It is your obligation to
attend Mass on a Sunday. It is your right to exercise
common sense. If you wish to wear a face mask while
attending Mass, you are free to do so. Please hand
sanitise as you are entering the church. However, if you
are unwell or have a cold, please stay home until feeling
better. Mass for you at home will be broadcast every
Sunday at 6am on the Ten Network and multiple times
during the week on Foxtel's Aurora (Channel 173).

Pilgrim Statues

If you wish to have one of ‘Our Lady’s statues visit your
home for a week, please contact Sandra Robinson on

H: 9277 2872 or M: 0405 117 138. 13" December 2025
C & | Madden 29 Belvidere St, Belmont & V Everett

14 Treffone St, Redcliffe.

Archbishop’s Christmas Appeal for LifeLink 2025

If you haven't returned your donation envelope, it is not
too late, these can be placed in the Second Collection or
you may mail your gift in the Reply-Paid Envelope
provided. Donations can be made online, details are in
the Archbishop’s Letter.

Simbang Gabi 2025

The 9 Night Novena Masses in English will commence on
Monday 15" December @ 8pm in the church with The
Most Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB, Archbishop of Perth
celebrating the first Mass. All parishioners are invited to
attend this Filipino Tradition of Masses leading up to
Christmas. Flyers available from both sides of the Church
with all details on.

Christmas Roster 2025

Blank Christmas Rosters have been placed at the school-
side entrance of the church. Please add your name
wherever you are able to assist.

For the 6:00 pm Christmas Vigil Family Mass, children
and young people (school age up to 18 years) are invited
to serve as Altar Servers, Commentators, Readers of the
Word, and readers of the Prayers of the Faithful.

Christmas Timetable Flyers
Available from both sides of the church. Please take one
for your home, family & pass on one to neighbours.

Christmas Baby Jesus

We are after 2 babies born from September 2025
onwards to be our special guests at one of our Christmas
celebrations. Please see Fr Quynh.

Funeral details for the late Mrs Maria Rosa Marini
Requiem Mass: Thursday 18" December @ 1.30pm
followed by a Burial @ 3.30pm Karrakatta Cemetery.

Prayer for the Third Week of Advent

"Loving God, as we light the joy candle, fill us with
gladness and gratitude for Your coming. Help us find joy
in serving others and sharing Your love. Through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen."

Around the Archdiocese

Safeguarding Induction Training Online Course
Training Level 1 is for all church workers, paid or
volunteers, who have not attended the course in the last
3 years. The traing provides and overview of the
Safeguarding Policies & Procedures.

Email: safeguarding@perthcatholic.org.au or
https://safequarding.perthcatholic.org.au/training/.
This is now a Self-paced online learning module that can
be completed at any time. Go to the ‘Training Page’ on
the website to check out the induction.

The Record Magazine —December Edition

Available from both sides of the Church. Please take a
copy. Articles include: Archbishop Costelloe’s Christmas
message, Bishop Don’s Christmas message, 2025 in
Summary, 160 Years of St Vincent de Paul Society &
much more. Please take a copy home.

There are also copies of the Catholic Magazine available.

Notre Dame Community

Columban Calendars 2026

Columban Calendars are on sale at $10.00 per Calendar,
available from the School side entrance of the Church.
There are NO Christmas Cards available this year for
purchase.

Containers for Change

The parish has registered for the Containers for Change
Scheme. Take your cans, bottles & plastics to 'TOMRA
RECYCLING CENTRE' 41 - 43 Abernethy Rd Belmont
(just past Wheeler St) scan the bar code and follow
instructions. All monies will be paid into the 'Parish
Building Fund Account'. Flyers available with all details
on including the 'barcode’ to scan.
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In Our Prayers...

In Memoriam
We commend to the Father's love all our b 77
faithful departed especially: Bill Collins, £y
The deceased members of Kim Nguyen’s
Family, Vernon Gordon Watson, Janet
Aye Aye Aung, Denzil Devisser, recently
deceased Joan Ward and all souls in Purgatory.

Parishioners who are unwell:

Deacon Al Atkinson, Oliver Daly, Myrna, Ranjit, Ravi
Ratnayake, Marjorie Williams, Allan & Philomena Jones,
Helen Bertola (Coverley), John Vuleta & Liz Mulder.

Baptism:
Welcome to our Catholic Fatih Community:
Savanna Louise Castle.




