GOSPEL Mt 3:1-12

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he
preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this
was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is close at hand.” This was the man the
prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:

A voice cries in the wilderness:

Prepare a way for the Lord,

malke his paths straight.
This man John wore a garment made of camel-
hair with a leather belt round his waist, and
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then
Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan
district made their way to him, and as they
were baptised by him in the river Jordan
they confessed their sins. But when he saw a
number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who
warned you to fly from the retribution that is
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the
appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell
yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,”
because, I tell you, God can raise children for
Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe
is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree
which fails to produce good fruit will be cut
down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in
water for repentance, but the one who follows
me is more powerful than I am, and I am not
fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is
in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and
gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he
will burn in a fire that will never go out.’

B The Gospel of the Loxd.
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CHANGE ONF’S THINKING

Today, John the Baptist arrives to assist us in
our Advent preparation. Matthew presents
him as a figure from Israel’s wilderness. From
this setting John invites Matthew’s audience,
and us, to repentance. There are three things
about the Gospel’s opening verses that are
important to note. First, the ‘wilderness’ was
a place of nothingness. Israel encountered
God in its forty year’s desert wanderings.
Often our own lives are filled with desert
wanderings and nothingness. We sometimes
feel the loneliness of our lives and perhaps,
at times, directionless. Contemplating our
personal wilderness can be a fruitful place to
begin our Advent preparation.

Second, from the wilderness comes the call
to repentance. John says, ‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” This is
a powerful message. The word, ‘repent’” comes
from the Greek, ‘metanoia’, a combination
of two Greek words, ‘meta’ + ‘noia’. ‘Meta’
is the basic root word in English linked to
‘change’  (metamorphosis,  metabolism).
‘Noia’ is the root for the English ‘linowledge’.
In other words, John’s first call to ‘repent’
literally means (from the Greek) to ‘change
one’s thinking’, to be open minded and not
hard hearted. It is a challenging call to us as
we enter into this new time of the year.

Third, John reminds us to be aware that ‘the
kingdom of heaven has come near’. It is not
distant but close and present; it is among us,
a repetitive theme throughout the Gospel,
flagged in two Sunday’s time, in the birth of
the child called ‘Emmanuel’, ‘God with us’.
We need today, more than ever, this God to
be with us.

Fr Michael Trainor

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT / A

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
He judges the poor with justice.

Isa 11:1-10

A shoot springs from the stoclk of Jesse, a
scion thrusts from his roots: on him the spirit &
of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom and
insight, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit |

of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. (The

fear of the Lord is his breath.) He does not
judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on

hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity,

and with equity gives a verdict for the poor :

of the land.

His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless; his
sentences bring death to the wicked. Integrity
is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the
belt about his hips.

The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther
lies down with the kid, calf and lion cub feed
together with a little boy to lead them. The
cow and the bear make friends, their young lie
down together. The lion eats straw like the ox.
The infant plays over the cobra’s hole; into the
viper’s lair the young child puts his hand. They
do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters swell the sea.

That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as signal
to the peoples. It will be sought out by the
nations and its home will be glorious.

M The word of the Lord.

RESP PS Ps 71:1-2,7-8,12-13, 17.R. cf. v. 7

R. Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.

1. O God, give your judgement to the king, /
to a king’s son your justice, / that he may
judge your people in justice / and your poor in
right judgement. R.

2. In his days justice shall flourish / and
peace till the moon fails. / He shall rule from
sea to sea, / from the Great River to earth’s
bounds. R.

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry /
and the needy who are helpless. / He will have
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pity on the weal</ and save the lives of the
poor. R.

E 4. May his name be blessed for ever / and

endure like the sun. / Every tribe shall be
blessed in him, / all nations bless his name. R.

SECOND READING Rom 15:4-9

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

Christ, the hope of all people.

Everything that was written long ago in the
scriptures was meant to teach us something
about hope from the examples scripture gives of
how people who did not give up were helped by
God. And may he who helps us when we refuse
to give up, help you all to be tolerant with each
other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so
that united in mind and voice you may give glory
to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you
to treat each other in the same friendly way as
Christ treated you. The reason Christ became
the servant of circumcised Jews was not only
so that God could faithfully carry out the
promises made to the patriarchs, it was also
to get the pagans to give glory to God for his
mercy, as scripture says in one place: For this
I shall praise you among the pagans and sing
your name.

B The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 3:4, 6

Alleluia, alleluia! / Prepare the way of the
Lord, male straight his paths: all people

¢ shall see the salvation of God. / Alleluia!l
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MASS TIMES
Sat: 6.00pm Vigil Mass
Sun: 8.00am,10.00am,6.00pm
Tuesday: 5.30pm
Wednesday: 8.45am
Thursday - Saturday: 8.30am

Second Week of Advent YR A
07 Sun: 2" Sunday of Advent Yr A
08 Mon: Immaculate Conception
09 Tues: 2" Week of Advent
10 Wed: 2" Week of Advent (ND
End of Year Mass Whole School)
11 Thu: 2" Week of Advent
12 Fri: 2 Week of Advent
13 Sat: St Lucy / Vigil 3™ Sunday of
Advent YR A

SACRAMENTS & PRAYERS

e Reconciliation: Sat 9am-9.30am

e Rosary: Sat 8am

e Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament: Fri 9am-5pm

e Novena to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help: Wed 6.00pm

*For Baptisms & Weddings*
Please call the Parish Office

PARISH FAITH FORMATION
e Bible Studies: Tuesday @6pm in
the Parish Centre - All welcome.
e RCIA: Tuesday @7.15pm.
e Children’s RE/Sacrament Prep:
Thursday @ 4.30pm during school
terms.

PARISH SCHOOLS

Notre Dame Catholic Primary
g 360 Daly Street, Cloverdale WA 6105
R s 6272 7100 | www.nds.wa.edu.au

V St Maria Goretti’s Catholic School
\ } 64 Morrison Street, Redcliffe WA 6104
6279 2000 | www.smg.wa.edu.au

WELCOME TO MASS! A very warm welcome to all, especially to new visitors.
Remember to hand sanitise on entry, face masks are optional wear whilst in
church. Thank you for your cooperation.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YR A

GOD’S KINGDOM IS NEAR. John the Baptist urged the people to prepare for the
coming of the kingdom by repenting of their sins. Their baptism by John in the
Jordan river was an important ritual act of sorrow. But they also had to express their
sorrow by reforming their lives. The sacrament of reconciliation, and right living, are
excellent means through which we can prepare for the feast of Christmas.

MASS COLLECTIONS
Dear Parishioners, the COVID-19 crisis has impacted our liturgies and church
celebrations. However, we still want to provide you with spiritual support, and we
must continue to pay the bills. Please continue your monetary support to the Parish.
Sign up to our Planned Giving program or you can use direct debit (contact Parish
Office for details). Thank you.

PARISH | First Collection EFT Details Second Collection EFT Details
BANK AIC Name: Cloverdale Presbytery | AIC Name: Cloverdale Parish

ACCOUNT | BSB: 086 006 BSB: 086 006
DETAILS | Account #: 140 608 771 Account #: 667 172 433
Reference: Name Reference: Name
LITURGICAL MINISTRIES ROSTER
Mass Acolyte Commentator Readers Extr_aqrdinary Altar
Ministers Servers
Sat}l‘eray Greg T Hanson C Lopera FRafakemna
18%Bec Kempton C Joyce P Subrata S Lopera
6.00pm D Patrick
Sunday y
Jerome P Palmez D Rodrigues
th

14" Dec Can Truong L Blake C Parnham L. Blake P Sekulla
8.00am

Sunday . In-In )
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10.00am A Jennings J Branchi

Sunday "

14" Dec | Pedro Borja RN Barker J Mann.lng S Bark.er
6.00pm eader Req V Borja J Mai

PARISH MINISTRIES CONTACTS

Parish Council Chairman:
Safeguarding Officer:
Safeguarding Officer:

Dr George Sekulla JP  georgesekulla@hotmail.com
Sandra Irene sandra.ire28@gmail.com
Velma Erskine vel.erskine@cewa.edu.au

shirleyedwina@hotmail.com
cantruonghuy@yahoo.com
rben4769@hotmail.com
semaana@hotmail.com
bijouxmuriel@gmail.com
aniv82013@icloud.com
robinsonsandra5@gmail.com
jperth@gmail.com
ndparish@bigpond.net.au

Sacristan:
Acolytes:
Bible Study & RCIA:

Shirley D’'Castro
Jerome Can Truong
Rosemary Bennett
Ann Semaan

Muriel Bijoux

Jane and Roger F.
Sandra Robinson
Carol Neville

John Harbinson

Children’s RE & Sacraments:
Notre Dame Youth Group:
Notre Dame Care:
Social/Fundraising Committee:
St Vincent de Paul:

Parish Events

Masses in the Parish

We are now going into summer months and Covid-19 &
Flu's/colds are in our community. It is your obligation to
attend Mass on a Sunday. It is your right to exercise
common sense. If you wish to wear a face mask while
attending Mass, you are free to do so. Please hand
sanitise as you are entering the church. However, if you
are unwell or have a cold, please stay home until feeling
better. Mass for you at home will be broadcast every
Sunday at 6am on the Ten Network and multiple times
during the week on Foxtel's Aurora (Channel 173).

Pilgrim Statues

If you wish to have one of ‘Our Lady’s statues visit your
home for a week, please contact Sandra Robinson on

H: 9277 2872 or M: 0405 117 138. 7" December 2025

| Martin 172A Sydenham St, Kewdale & C Cocking

104 Gardiner St, Belmont.

Archbishop’s Christmas Appeal for LifeLink 2025

If you havent returned your donation envelope, it is not
too late, these can be placed in the Second Collection or
you may mail your gift in the Reply-Paid Envelope
provided . Donations can be made online, details are in
the Archbishop’s Letter.

Parish AGM — Sunday 7*" December 2025
Commencing @ 11.15am in the Parish Centre, all
parishioners are invited to attend.

Simbang Gabi 2025

The 9 Night Novena Masses in English will commence on
Monday 15" December @ 8pm in the Church with Most
Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB Archbishop of Perth
celebrating the first Mass. All parishioners are invited to
attend this Filipino Tradition of Masses leading up to
Christmas. Flyers available from both sides of the Church
with all details on.

Christmas Roster 2025

Blank Christmas Rosters have been placed at the school-
side entrance of the church. Please add your name
wherever you are able to assist.

For the 6:00 pm Christmas Vigil Family Mass, children
and young people (school age up to 18 years) are invited
to serve as Altar Servers, Commentators, Readers of the
Word, and readers of the Prayers of the Faithful.

Christmas Timetable Flyers
Available from both sides of the church. Please take one
for your home, family & pass on one to neighbours.

Christmas Carols & Morning Tea

Come join us in the parish centre on Wednesday 10"
December after the 8.45am Mass for Morning Tea &
Christmas Carols and songs. The Notre Dame School
Choir will be there to entertain us. All parishioners
welcome.

Funeral details for the late Mr Remo Lalli Cafini
Rosary: Sunday 7" December @ 7pm, Bowra & Odea
Cannington. Requiem Mass: Monday 8" December @
1.30pm followed by a Burial @ 3.30pm Karrakatta
Cemetery.

Feast of The Immaculate Conception of the BVM
Mass will be celebrated at 6pm in the Church on Monday
8" December to celebrate this feast day.

Around the Archdiocese

Safeguarding Induction Training Online Course
Training Level 1 is for all church workers, paid or
volunteers, who have not attended the course in the last
3 years. The traing provides and overview of the
Safeguarding Policies & Procedures.

Email: safeguarding@perthcatholic.org.au or
https://safequarding.perthcatholic.org.au/training/.
This is now a Self-paced online learning module that can
be completed at any time. Go to the ‘Training Page’ on
the website to check out the induction.

‘The Catholic’s Magazine — Summer Edition
Available from both sides of the Church. Please take a
copy. Articles this issue: In the footsteps of Mary; The
road to premiership success; Guided by faith & much
more to read.

Notre Dame Community

Bingo and Dinner

Thank you to all that attended the Dinner & Bingo night
last Saturday & to those that donated prizes. A good time
was had by all. $3,242.85 has been raised for the PBF.
Thank you to the Fundraising Committee for organising
the event.

Columban Calendars 2026

Columban Calendars are on sale at $10.00 per Calendar,
available from the School side entrance of the Church.
There are NO Christmas Cards available this year for
purchase.

SVDP Christmas Appeal 2025

Boxes have been placed at both sides of the church for
your donations of in-code non perishable food items to
help make hampers, to give to those in need in the area.

Containers for Change

The parish has registered for the Containers for Change
Scheme. Take your cans, bottles & plastics to ' TOMRA
RECYCLING CENTRE' 41 - 43 Abernethy Rd Belmont
(just past Wheeler St) scan the bar code and follow
instructions. All monies will be paid into the 'Parish
Building Fund Account'. Flyers available with all details
on including the 'barcode' to scan.
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In Our Prayers...

In Memoriam

We commend to the Father's love all our
faithful departed especially: Martina
Rodrigues, Ivy & Harry Klass, Sharon
Fletcher, deceased members of the
Xavier Family, Margaret & Stephen
D’Cruz, the deceased members of Kim Nguyen’s Family,
Janet Aye Aye Aung, Denzil Devisser, and all souls in
Purgatory.

Parishioners who are unwell:

Deacon Al Atkinson, Oliver Daly, Myrna, Ranjit, Ravi
Ratnayake, Marjorie Williams, Allan & Philomena Jones,
Helen Bertola (Coverley), John Vuleta, Sharon Bridger
& Liz Mulder.




