waiting, do your best to live lives without spot
or stain so that he will find you at peace.

1 The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight
his paths: all people shall see the salvation
of God. Alleluia!

Lk 3:4, 6

GOSPEL Mk 1:1-8

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Mark.

Make straight the paths of the Lord.

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the book
of the prophet Isaiah:

Look, I am going to send my messenger

before you;

he will prepare your way.

A voice cries in the wilderness:

Prepare a way for the Lord,

make his paths straight,
and so it was that John the Baptist appeared
in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea
and all the people of Jerusalem made their way
to him, and as they were baptised by him in
the river Jordan they confessed their sins. John
wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on
locusts and wild honey. In the course of his
preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me,
someone who is more powerful than I am, and
I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap
of his sandals. I have baptised you with water,
but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’

" The Gospel of the Lord.
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IN THE WILDERNESS

In Australia we experience the desert and
wilderness in all its beauty and expanse, yet
it can be a lonely, dangerous place. Today we
hear a voice crying out in the wilderness in
the time of Isaiah and echoed in the Gospel.
This voice also cries out to us today, in the
wilderness and the desert of our lives. The
voice is consolation: “Console, console
my people” (Is 40:1). It bellows, “In the
wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.
(Is 40:3). Isaiah’s words create an image of the

landscape of our life and soul, in need of God.

The Gospel engages this imagery for John
the Baptist, a guide in the wilderness who
heralds the Messiah. Mark gives name to the
voice just as he identified that this writing
is “The beginning of the Good News about
Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (1:1). Although
the name of Isaiah is invoked, the first quote
is from Malachi “See, I am sending my
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare
your way (1:2 cf. Mal 3:1); then comes the
echo from Isaiah 40:3. Here in the wilderness
John announces the one who is to come who
will baptise with the Holy Spirit (Mark 7-8).
This is the announcement of the Messiah, the
one longed for. As we hear that voice in our
wilderness, we know that Jesus is with us. We
can reflect on our attention to his presence

and our welcome to him in our souls and lives.

Dr Rosemary Canavan

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT / B

FIRST READING Isa 40:1-5, 9-11
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Prepare the way for the Lord.

‘Console my people, console them’

says your God.

‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem

and call to her

that her time of service is ended,

that her sin is atoned for,

that she has received from the hand of the Lord
double punishment for her crimes.’

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness
a way for the Lord.

Make a straight highway for our God
across the desert.

Let every valley be filled in,

every mountain and hill be laid low,

let every cliff become a plain,

and the ridges a valley;

then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed
and all mankind shall see it;

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’

Go up on a high mountain,

joyful messenger to Zion.

Shout with a loud voice,

joyful messenger to Jerusalem.

Shout without fear,

say to the towns of Judah,

‘Here is your God.’

Here is the Lord coming with power,
his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him,
his trophies all go before him.

He is like a shepherd feeding his flock,
gathering lambs in his arms,

holding them against his breast

and leading to their rest the mother ewes.

M The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 84:9-14.R. v. 8
R. Lord, let us see your lindness, and
grant us your salvation.

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,/
a voice that speaks of peace,/ peace for his
people./ His help is near for those who fear
him/ and his glory will dwell in our land. R.

THE SAVING WORD
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. 2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;/ justice
. and peace have embraced./ Faithfulness shall
. spring from the earth/ and justice look down
. from heaven. R.

. 3. The Lord will make us prosper/ and

. our earth shall yield its fruit./ Justice shall

. march before him/ and peace shall follow his

- steps. R.

. SECOND READING 2 Pet 3:8-14
. A reading from the second letter of St Peter.
We wait for new heavens and a new earth.

. There is one thing, my friends, that you must
. never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can
. mean a thousand years, and a thousand years
. is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to
carry out his promises, as anybody else might
. be called slow; but he is being patient with you
all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody
. to be brought to change his ways. The Day of
. the Lord will come like a thief, and then with
. a roar the sky will vanish, the elements will
catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that
. it contains will be burnt up.

Since everything is coming to an end like this,
. you should be living holy and saintly lives while
. you wait and long for the Day of God to come,
. when the sky will dissolve in flames and the
elements melt in the heat. What we are waiting
. for is what he promised; the new heavens and
. new earth, the place where righteousness will
. be at home. So then, my friends, while you are
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13 Wed: St Lucy

14 Thu: St John of the Cross

15 Fri: Weekday Mass

16 Sat: Weekday Mass/ Vigil 3rd
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SACRAMENTS & PRAYERS

s Reconciliation: Sat 9am-9.30am

» Rosary: Sat 8am

e Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament: Fri 9am-5pm

¢ Novena to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help: Wed 6.30pm

*For Baptisms & Weddings*
Please call the Parish Office

PARISH FAITH FORMATION
» Bible Studies: Tuesday @86pm in
the Parish Centre - All welcome.
¢ RCIA: Tuesday @7.15pm.
» Children’s RE/Sacrament Prep:
Thursday @4.30pm during school
terms.
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WELCOME TO MASSI! A very warm welcome to all, especially to new visitors.
Remember to hand sanitise on entry, face masks are optional wear whilst in

church. Thank you for your cooperation.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR B

PREPARE A WAY FOR THE LORD. Engulfed by many chores in the lead-up to
Christmas, we can fail to hear a voice that cries in the wilderness: prepare a way
for the Lord. Let us resolve to include some time fo pray, to reflect on the Gospel
stories of Jesus’ birth, and to seek reconciliation with God and others, in our
Christmas preparations.

MASS COLLECTIONS

Dear Parishioners, the COVID-19 crisis has impacted our liturgies and church
celebrations. However, we still want to provide you with spiritual support, and we
must continue to pay the bills. Please continue your monetary support to the Parish.
Sign up to our Planned Giving program or you can use direct debit (contact Parish
Office for details). Thank you.

PARISH | First Collection EFT Details Second Collection EFT Details
BANK A/C Name: Cloverdale Presbytery | A/C Name: Cloverdale Parish
ACCOUNT | BSB: 086 006 BSB: 086 006
DETAILS | Account #: 140 608 771 Account #: 667 172 433
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PARISH MINISTRIES CONTACTS

Parish Council Chairman:
Safeguarding Officer:
Safeguarding Officer:
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Acolytes:

Bible Study & RCIA:
Children’s RE & Sacraments:
Notre Dame Youth Group:
Notre Dame Care:

Parish Social Committee:

St Vincent de Paul:

Dr George Sekulla JP  georgesekulla@hotmail.com

Sandra Irene

sandra.ire28@gmail.com

Velma Erskine
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Shirley D’Castro
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Parish Events

Masses in the Parish

As of Friday 4" November 2022, the State Government
announced that WA was no longer in a State of
Emergency, however some restrictions will still apply.
Sunday 4" September 2022, ‘The Sunday Obligation’
for the faithful was re-instituted by Archbishop Timothy
Costelloe. This means that you are required to attend
Sunday Mass, unless you are unwell. Although Mask-
wearing is no longer mandatory in places of worship, it is
your right to exercise common sense. If you wish to
continue to wear a face mask while attending Mass, you
are free to do so. Please hand sanitise as you are
entering the church. If you are unwell or have a cold,
please stay home until feeling better.

Mass at Home available on CH10 6am Sunday morning
or go www.massforyou.com.au

Pilgrim Statues

If you wish to have one of ‘Our Lady’s statues visit your
home for a week, please contact Sandra Robinson on

H: 8277 2872 or M: 0405 117 138. 9% December:

! Martin 4 Tibradden Circle Ascot & Z Jobson

18 Simmental Vale Stratton.

Parish Christmas Raffle

Tickets on sale after all Masses — 3 for $5.00

Prizes: 3 Pamper Hampers, Christmas Cake, Ginger
Bread House, Nescafe Coffee Machine with cups,
biscuits & coffee. Please write your name on the loose
side of the tickets & take the stapled side. All proceeds
to the PBF.

Simbang Gabi 2023

The 9 Nights Novena Masses in English, commence this
Friday evening — 15" December @ 8pm in the Church
with Most Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB Archbishop of
Perth celebrating the first Mass. All parishioners are
invited to attend this Filipino Tradition of Masses leading
up to Christmas.

Christmas & Simbang Gabi Flyers
Available from both sides of the church, please take one
of each home and place on fridge.

Christmas Rosters

Blank Rosters for Christmas have been placed at school
side entrance of the church. Please fill in where you are
available to assist. The 8pm Christmas Vigil Family Mass
we invite children of school age up to 18 years inclusive
to Commentate, Read, Altar Serve & Prayers of the
Faithful.

Baby Jesus’ for Christmas

We are after 2 Babies born September 2023 onwards to
be our special guest at the 8am or 10am Mass Christmas
Morning. Please see Fr Quynh for more information.

Parish AGM - Sunday 10" December in Parish Centre
At 11.15am after the 10am Mass. All parishioners are
encouraged to attend.

Funeral Details for the late Mrs Margaret McLean
Tuesday 12" December. Requiem Mass @ 10am in
Notre Dame Church followed by Cremation, Brown
Chapel Karrakatta Cemetery @ 17.45am.

Around the Archdiocese

Archbishop Timothy Costello’s Pastoral Letter
Copies of the Archbishop’s Letter are available from
both sides of the church. The letter outlines his visit to
Rome and the Tradition of the Latin Mass.

Please take a copy home.

The Record Magazine & Australian Catholics
Magazine are both available at both entrances. Good
articles in both. Please take a copy of each home for a
good read.

Notre Dame Community

Busy Bee — Thankyou

Thank you to all that came last Saturday to help with
general clean up of the church. Numbers were few but
effort was great.

Parish Morning Tea & Food Stall

Many thanks to all that supported the Morning Tea &
Food Stall last weekend. We raised another $764.50 for
the PBF. Thank you also to our lovely Chef's.

St Vinnie’s Christmas Appeal 2023

Baskets have been placed both sides of the church for
your donations of in-code non-perishable food items.
These will help make up Christmas Hampers to distribute
to those in need in our area. Thankyou for your ongoing
support of the SVDP.

Columban Calendars 2024 & SVDP Christmas Cards
Are available for purchase, school side entrance to the
church. Calendars - $710.00 each & Cards $3.00 per
pack of 5. We only have a small supply of both so get in
quick.

Containers for Change

The parish has registered for the Containers for Change
Scheme. Take your cans, bottles & plastics to TOMRA
RECYCLING CENTRE' 41 - 43 Abernethy Rd Belmont
(just past Wheeler St) scan the bar code and follow
instructions. All monies will be paid into the 'Parish
Building Fund Account'. Flyers available with all details
on including the 'barcode’ to scan.

C10394094
In Our Prayers...

In Memoriam

We commend to the Father's love all our
faithful departed especially: ‘Raymond
Joseph Kessler, Augusta Clark Kessler,
deceased members of Kim Nguyen’s
family, Rosario  Retamal, recently
deceased Margaret MclLean, Duane Skelchy and all
souls in Purgatory.

Parishioners who are unwell:

Peter Butcher, Deacon Al & Aileen Atkinson, Anne
Redmond, Maureen & Oliver Daly, Ravi Ratnayake, Fran
Carter, Marjorie Williams, Glen Arathoon, Wilton
Ottaway, Tina Murace & Allan Jones.




